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Janet Jackson scandal: CBS will

fight any fines leveled against its televi-

sion stations over Janet Jackson’s star-

tling Super Bowl performance, a top ex-

ecutive with parent company Viacom
Inc. said.

CBS could face a Federal Communica-
tions Commission fine of $550,000 or a maxi-
mum penalty of $27,500 for each of 20
CBS-owned stations. An FCC staff recom-
mendation did not call for fining CBS affili-
ates that aired the Super Bowl halftime
show, but many of those are not owned by
Viacom.

Los Alamos probe: A security probe got
under way at the troubled Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory in Albuquerque, N.M.,
even as more allegations of security lapses
rolled in.

Deputy Energy Secretary Kyle McSlar-
row was expected to visit Monday, joining
Linton Brooks, director of the National Nu-
clear Security Administration, who arrived
Sunday. Brooks’ visit came as the lab re-
sponded to yet another report of security
lapses — an unconfirmed, anonymous tip re-
leased by the Project on Government Over-
sight, or POGO, reporting that classified in-
formation had been sent over the lab’s un-
classified e-mail system 17 times in recent
months.

Gun dealer inspections: The federal agen-
cy that checks compliance with gun laws in-
spects only about 4.5 percent of the nation’s
federally licensed gun dealers each year,
far below the agency’s own goals, according
to a Justice Department review released
Monday.

At that rate, it would take the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
22 years to inspect all 104,000 federally li-
censed gun dealers, according to the review
by Glenn A. Fine, the Justice Department in-
spector general. ATF’s goal is to check each
dealer once every three years.

Tax-cut extension: A bipartisan group of
senators wants Republican leaders to con-
sider extending three of President Bush’s
most popular tax cuts without forcing the
federal budget deeper into red ink.

The group plans to propose extending tax
cuts for wage earners, married couples and
parents for a year. They would cover the
$30 billion cost of preserving those tax cuts
by ending abused tax shelters and extend-
ing customs service fees, aides to the sena-
tors said.

World

Lebanon car-bombing: A car bomb explo-
sion in south Beirut killed a longtime
Hezbollah guerrilla commander who led
many operations against Israel. Hezbollah’s

leader blamed Israel’s agents for the assassi-

Rail security: Jane Amrose, a rider of Connecticut’s Shorelme East, collects her belongings

after being screened for explosives while boarding the train Monday at the Old Saybrook,
Conn., station. Monday marked the first day that passengers may be screened for explosives
while boarding the train as part of a test program called Transit and Rail Inspection Pilot
(TRIP). TRIP uses railcars equipped with screening technology for baggage and tickets. The
Transportation Security Administration will be running the program for a 30-day period.

nation and vowed to “cut off their hands.”

Ghaleb Awali, 40, died instantly when the
bomb went off in the morning when he start-
ed his car in the Shiite Muslim Hezbollah
stronghold, according to Lebanese security
officials.

Jenkins in Japan: The United States may
be willing to defer prosecution of a former
U.S. soldier accused of defecting to North
Korea nearly 40 years
ago but is not willing to
give up on seeking his re-
turn from Japan to face
charges, the State De-
partment said Monday.

State Department
spokesman Richard
Boucher said “we are
considerate of the hu-
manitarian  situation”
and of Jenkins’ medical
condition. So, Boucher
said, “while we do ex-
pect to present a legal request for custody at
the appropriate time, we won’t be doing that
right away.”

Jenkins

Serbian war criminals: NATO Secre-
tary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer
warned Serbian leaders Monday that their
chances of establishing closer ties with the
alliance depend on their wlllmgness to ar-
rest and hand over top war crimes suspects.

Pressure is mounting on Serbia to capture
and extradite Bosnian Serb wartime com-
mander Ratko Mladic, wanted by the U.N.
war crimes tribunal in The Hague, Nether-

lands, for the 1995 massacre of up to 8,000
Muslim men and boys.

Genetically modified com: European
Union governments deadlocked Monday on
an application to allow imports of an herbi-
cide-resistant corn for human consumption,
but the bloc’s executive body approved the
same product’s use for animal feed.

Madrid terror attacks: The judge investi-
gating the Madrid terror attacks warned on
Monday that although many of those sus-
pected of carrying out the bombing have
been jailed or Killed, others who provided lo-
gistical support may be taking over opera-
tions.

In his written ruling, Judge Juan Del Olmo
did not specify the number of people who
helped the March 11 bombers and were still
atlarge, but he pointed out that at least one of
the suspected bombers fled the apartment
outside Madrid where seven suspects blew
themselves up April 3 to avoid arrest.

Kashmir bombing: A key minister in the
Indian portion of Kashmir survived a sec-
ond apparent attempt on his life when a
bomb exploded at a public rally Monday,
killing five people and wounding at least SO
others, police said.

Deputy Chief Minister Mangat Ram Shar-
ma was at a public gathering in Kapran, a re-
mote village in India’s Jammu-Kashmir
state, when a bomb went off near the speak-
ers’ podium, police officer Syed Ashiq said.
Sharma escaped injury.

Photo and stories from wire services

Correction

In Sunday’s editions a photo of a Marine major completing a
135-mile trek in Iraq contained the incorrect name of the photogra-
pher. The photo was taken by Bill Lisbon of the U.S. Marine Corps.

Comics, horoscope
and advice every day
in Stars and Stripes
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Suicide truck bomber kills 9 in Baghdad

Iraqi military supply
chief assassinated

BY RAVI NESSMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide bomber in a
fuel truck blew it up early Monday at a po-
lice station in southwest Baghdad, killing
nine people and wounding about 60 as the
inferno engulfed civilians and officers wait-
ing for their daily assignments, officials
and witnesses said.

Later, the Defense Ministry said mili-
tants killed Essam al-Dijaili, the head of
the military’s supply department, in a
drive-by shooting as he walked into his
house in Baghdad.

The morning blast outside the police sta-
tion in the Seidiyeh neighborhood, the lat-
est in a string of deadly attacks on police,
came as officers gathered to receive their
daily assignments.

Insurgents throughout Iraq have used
car bombs, roadside bombs and other
weapons to target police, whom they view
as collaborators with U.S. forces.

The explosion leveled car repair garages
and other industrial workshops. Cars were
crushed under concrete, while others
turned into flaming wrecks. Corrugated
metal roofs were twisted and chunks of
buildings were scattered hundreds of
yards away.

“We were all standing in a row, listening
to our officer as he gave us our assignment
for the day,” said Mehdi Salah Abed Ali,
32, lying in a bed at al-Yarmuk hospital, a
bandage around his leg.

“There were many policemen standing
in the square when the tanker exploded,”
he said. The explosion took place just after
8am.

In Lhe assassination of al-Dijaili, four
gunmen drove up as he was carrying din-
ner into his home Sunday night and opened
fire, killing him and his bodyguard, said
Mishal al-Sarraf, an adviser to the defense
minister.

“He was killed in cold blood by the evil
hands of the followers of the former re-
gime,” al-Sarraf said.

The assassination was the latest attack on
senior Iraqi officials. Assailants killed the
governor of Nineveh Province last week
and tried unsuccessfully to assassinate the
country’s justice minister. They have also
targeted police officers, accusing them of
being collaborators with U.S. forces.

o s ]

An explosion leaves a crater at the site of an insurgent attack at a police station in the Seidiyeh neighborhood of Baghdad on Monday. A
white fuel tanker was detonated near a police station, killing nine people and wounding about 60 others.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 886 U.S. servicemembers
have died since the beginning of military
operations in Iraq in March 2003, accord-
ing to the Defense Department. Of those,
654 died as a result of hostile action and
232 died of nonhostile causes. The depart-
ment did not provide an update over the
weekend.

The British military has reported 59
deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, eight; Bulgaria and
Poland, six each; Ukraine, four; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; Denmark, El Salva-

U.S. deaths in Iraq

dor, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia and the Neth-
erlands have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 748 U.S. service-
members have died — 545 as a result of
hostile action and 203 of nonhostile caus-
es, according to the Defense Department
as of Friday.

The latest deaths reported by military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W No identifications reported.

In the suicide bombing early Monday,
the presence of the white tanker truck in
the industrial area did not raise concerns
until it started speeding toward the police
station, said Ahmed Nouri, a worker at a

nearby car wash.

“I was standing with a friend when we
saw the tanker speeding in an unnatural
way,” Nouri said, describing the driver as
a young man with a light beard.

The tanker exploded roughly 490 feet
from the fenced-in, two-story police sta-
tion.

After the attack, protesters gathered and
chanted, “Long live Saddam!” before po-
lice came in and dispersed them by firing
in the air.

In another attack on law officers, the
body of Lt. Col. Nafi al-Kubaisi, the police
chief of the town of Heet, was discovered
Monday at a market in nearby Fallujah,
ficials said. Al-Kubaisi had been kit
napped Saturday from his police station,
said Capt. Nasir Abdullah.

In other violence, a bomb exploded near
a military base in Bagouba, north of the
capital, injuring two young shepherds, said
Ali Hameid al-Jobori, an official at
Bagouba’s main hospital.

Also Monday, Turkmenistan broadcast-
er Leith Hussein Ali was killed and two oth-
ers were injured when their car came
under fire in the northern city of Mosul, po-
lice said.

Philippines withdraws final troops from Iraq

BY JIM GOMEZ

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The
Philippines said Monday that it
has completed the withdrawal of
its peacekeeping contingent from
Iraq, meeting a demand by Iraqi
insurgents threatening to behead
a Filipino hostage but defying op-
position from Washington.

The last members of the
Sl-strong force made an “exit
call” on the new Polish command-
er at their base in Hillah, south of
Baghdad, then waved as they left
in six cars.

Iraqi police said the final contin-
gent of troops drove over the bor-
der into Kuwait in a three-car con-
voy about 4:55 p.m.

Foreign Secretary Delia Albert
said they would travel by road to
Kuwait, a several-hour trip, then
take a commercial flight home.

They had been scheduled to
leave Iraq on Aug. 20.

Some of Manila’s allies, includ-
ing the United States and Austra-
lia, have sharply criticized the
withdrawal decision, engineered
to save the life of truck driver An-
gelo dela Cruz. They argue it en-
courages terrorists and endan-
gers other coalition members in
Traq.

There was no immediate word
on the fate of dela Cruz. Philip-
pine diplomats in Iraq were wait-
ing to hear from the kidnappers’
emissaries, a Philippine official
said.

“We have fulfilled our commit-
ment, and so it’s their turn to ful-
fill their promise. We are wait-
ing,” the official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The insurgents who snatched
dela Cruz on July 7 near Fallujah,

killing his Iraqi security guard,
have said they would free the
46-year-old father of eight once
the last Filipino troops had left.

A prominent pressure group
for overseas workers, Migrante,
welcomed the withdrawal, but
also urged President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo to withdraw
all support for the U.S.-led force,
fearing that 4,000 Filipino con-
tract workers in Iraq and more
than 1.4 million others in the Mid-
dle East could be in danger.

Relatives of dela Cruz in the
northern province of Pampanga
were overjoyed and prayed after
hearing of plans to complete the
withdrawal Monday. They urged
the kidnappers to free him.

“I'm happy that the troops are
on their way back,” said Feliciano
de la Cruz Jr, the hostage’s
younger brother. “I hope my
brother follows them home.”

Insurgents free Egyptian hostage

BAGHDAD — An Egyptian truck driver held hostage for two
weeks by insurgents in Irag was freed Monday and taken to the
Egyptian Embassy here, according to witnesses and embassy offi-
cials.

The man, Alsayeid Mohammed Alsayeid Algarabawi, was report-
ed captured July 6 when a group calling itself the Iraqi Legitimate
Resistance released a video showing him surrounded by masked
gunmen.

He was brought into the embassy Monday evening, witnesses
said

Algarabawl 's family exploded in celebration on hearing the news.

His wife, Laila, ululated. “We are partying downstairs,” his
out-of-breath son Essam said when reached by telephone in their
home in the Nile Delta town of Zagazig, 40 miles northeast of Cairo.

The group holding Algarabawi — which claimed to have
snatched him as he drove a fuel truck from Saudi Arabia to the U.S.
military in Iraq — never threatened him, but made a series of de-
mands on his Saudi company, including asking for $1 million ran-
som and insisting it stop doing business in Iraq,

The company refused the ransom, but agreed to end its business
here, according to Faisal al-Naheet, a subcontractor who had been
speaking on behalf of the Al-Jarie Transport company.

In response to the kidnapping, Egypt advised its citizens to stop
seeking work in Iraq.

From The Associated Press
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Marine says he did not
desert his post in Iraq

BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

The Associated Press

QUANTICO, Va. — Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, the
Marine who disappeared under mysterious circum-
stances while on duty in Iraq, insisted on Monday
that he was captured by enemy forces and that he is
still a loyal Marine.

“I did not desert my post,” he told reporters out-
side Quantico Marine Corps Base. “I was captured
and held against my will by anti-coalition forces for
19 days. This was a very difficult and challenging
time for me.”

He did not answer any questions during his brief
appearance. He was joined by his brother, who ar-
rived from Utah.

“I would like to tell all the Marines as well as all
those others serving in Iraq to keep their heads up
and spirits high. Once a Marine, always a Marine,
Semper Fi,” Hassoun said, invoking the Marine
Corps motto, Latin for “always faithful.”

Marine spokesman Lt. Col. Dave Lapan said the
Marine Corps was not in a position to confirm or re-
fute Hassoun’s claim.

Hassoun, 24, of West Jordan, Utah, disappeared
June 20 from his base near the troubled Iraqi city of
Fallujah and turned up unharmed at the U.S. Embas-
sy in Beirut on July 8. It remains unclear how he
traveled from Iraq to Lebanon, where he was born
and still has some relatives.

On June 27, Arab television showed a videotape of
a blindfolded Hassoun, a sword hanging over his
head. At one point during his disappearance, a
group claiming to represent his captors announced
that he had been beheaded after being lured from
the base by a love affair.

‘The military is investigating whether the reported
kidnapping was a hoax and whether the Muslim
Hassoun deserted his unit.

Hassoun is in the midst of what the Marines call a

A

U.S. Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, center, who
disappeared in Iraq and turned up in Lebanon three
weeks later, heads to a van after arriving at Quanti-
o, Va., on Thursday. On Monday, Hassoun said he
was captured and held against his will by anti-coali-
tion forces for 19 days.

“repatriation process” in which he is debriefed and
given time to decompress and avoid the media spot-
light, officials said.

Hassoun arrived at Quantico last week after six
days of medical evaluation at a military hospital in
Germany. In the coming days, he will leave Quanti-
co for Camp Lejeune, N.C., his home base, Lapan
said. He will continue the repatriation process
there, Lapan said.

The Naval Criminal Investigation Service is not
expected to question Hassoun until his repatriation
procedure is completed, the Marine Corps said.

Lapan said the Marine Corps reviewed Hassoun’s
statement and made no changes.

Marine officials said it may be weeks or months
before Hassoun returns to active duty.

Shopping for bargains

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army
Sgt. Simmie Brown of the Headquarters Support Company for the 528th Engineer Battalion, based in
Louisiana, pauses to look at some cutlery while searching for a tea set for his wife at the weekly bazaar at
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. The bazaar, held every Saturday just inside the outer gate, offers troops
deployed to Kandahar a variety of items including DVDs, knives, watches, jewelry, antique firearms and
rugs for a fraction of the price they would pay in the United States. It also gives them the opportunity to
mix with the Afghans and try their hand at the fine art of negotiating for bargains.

AP

Afghan President Hamid Karzai, right, shakes hands with Polish Prime
Minister Marek Belka during a meeting Monday at the presidential
palace in Kabul, Afghanistan. Belka said Poland could send troops to
Afghanistan as part of a planned pullback from Iraq.

Polish troops could
shift to Afghanistan

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Poland
could send troops to Afghanistan
as part of a planned pullback
from Irag, Prime Minister Marek
Belka said Monday, but not in
time to boost security for mile-
stone October elections here.

Poland plans to cut its troop lev-
els in Iraq from about 2,400 to be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 by Janu-
ary. There are only about a dozen
Poles with the NATO-led peace-
keeping force in Afghanistan.

After talks with Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai, Belka said in-
ternational missions in Iraq and
Afghanistan were “equally impor-
tant, equally difficult.”

“I would imagine the situation,
‘when needed, that we could relo-
cate some of our people here,”
Belka told reporters. “But it's a
matter of the future, not immedi-
ate decisions.”

He didn’t elaborate.

NATO is currently expanding
its 6,400-strong peacekeeping
force to some 8,700 in the run-up
to Afghanistan’s first-ever direct
presidential election on Oct. 9.

Spain, which pulled all its sol-
diers out of Iraq in April, plans to
increase its contingent in Afghani-
stan from about 140 to 1,000 be-
fore the vote.

European countries including
France, Sweden and the Nether-
lands are also sending more sol-
diers, while Canada is slashing its
presence after six months in com-
mand.

The bulk of the NATO force
will remain in Kabul, but contin-
gents are also deploying to north-
ern cities as part of a longer-term
plan to stabilize the country.

Some 17,000 U.S.-led troops in
Afghanistan are focused on the in-
surgency-plagued south and east.

Belka said Poland’s contribu-
tion in Iraq, where it commands a
17-nation stabilization force, had
allowed NATO partners such as
Germany to send more forces to
Afghanistan.

He said security had improved
markedly in Afghanistan, and en-
couraged Poles to invest.

“This is a country to come to
make business, to help,” he said.

Ambassadors named

BAGHDAD — Less than a
month after regaining sovereign-
ty from the U.S. occupation au-
thority, Iraq on Monday an-
nounced the appointment of 43
new ambassadors in its first move
to re-engage with the world.

The diplomats are to be sent to
a wide range of countries across
Europe, Africa and Asia, includ-
ing most Arab nations, Foreign
Minister Hoshyar Zebari said. He
declined to say which ambassa-
dors would be sent to which coun-
tries.

Hungary reviews mission

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Any
extension of Hungary’s military
mission in Iraq will depend on the
Traqi government’s ability to stabi-
lize the situation there, the de-
fense minister said Monday.

Ferenc Juhasz said his Social-
ist-led government will review
the security situation in Iraq be-

fore deciding whether to ask law-
‘makers to extend the troops’ man-
date, which ends on Dec. 31.
Morale in the 300-strong trans-
portation unit was good, Juhasz
said, adding that the troops had re-
covered from the shock of Hunga-
ry’s first military death in Iraq.

Compensation paid

LONDON — Britain has paid
compensation to Iraqis for more
than 120 incidents involving
death, injury or property damage
in the British-occupied south of
the country, the government said
Monday.

In a House of Commons written
answer, Defense Minister Adam
Ingram said the compensation
cases included one death in deten-
tion, six deaths in road accidents
and 11 people with injuries sus-
tained during arrest. Twenty-four
compensation cases involved
property damage and 57 were for
damage to vehicles in road acci-
dents.

From wire reports
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SHeDAISY honors amputee vets of Iraq war

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The show
went on — even if the guests of
honor weren't there.

At the last moment, 15 soldiers,
all amputees wounded in Iraq,
didn’t get the medical release to at-
tend a benefit concert by coun-
try-rock band SHeDAISY, held, in
part, in their honor.

But the sister trio went on.

Originally a free show for loyal
listeners of a Washington, D.C.,
country station, Sunday’s event
turned into a concert to honor ampu-
tees recuperating at Walter Reed
Medical Center with a free show
and backstage time with SHeDAI-
SY’s Kelsi, Kassidy and Kristyn Os-
born.

Then word came the troops
didn’t get the medical nod of ap-
proval.

“We're really disappointed
they’re not here. Really disappoint-
ed,” said Kassidy, 27.

“But we understand,”
Kristyn, 33.

A new nonprofit organization,
Homes for Our Troops, solicited $5
donations from the roughly 675 con-
certgoers. The event raked in more
than $1,500 and several pledges for
services, said founder and presi-
dent John Gonsalves.

Gonsalves is working to develop
anationwide network of skilled pro-

said

fessionals who can help make it eas-
ier for disabled troops to transition
to everyday life, such as installing
wheelchair ramps and kitchens and
bathrooms tailored to fit their new
needs, he said.

‘After hearing a year ago about a
soldier critically injured in an rock-
et-propelled grenade attack, Gon-
salves wondered “what, as an Amer-
ican can I do to help. I have 20
years in the construction field, and
I knew some would have needs for
their houses to be changed.”

People can contact Homes for
Our  Troops by  calling
866-7-TROOPS or visiting:
www.homesforourtroops.org.

The Army’s DS3 program, or Dis-
abled Soldier Support System,
worked to arrange backstage pass-
es for the amputees, but had to set-
tle for getting signed photographs
of the trio.

In conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, DS3 pro-
vides for severely disabled soldiers
and their families a system of advo-
cacy and services to fransition to ci-
vilian life. Troops can ask for help
at www.armyDS3.org, or calling
toll-free (800) 833-6622.

“We have a good message [for de-
ployed troops],” Kassidy Osborn
said. “We want them to come home
soon. I don’t know how [they] do it
T'd be chicken. But we're grateful
someone is willing to.”

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes

From left, SheDAISY’s Kelsi, Kassidy and Kristyn Osborn sign autographs for 15 soldiers wounded in
Iraq who were unable to attend the country-rock group’s Sunday concert in Alexandria, Va. The soldiers,
all amputees, could not get a medical release to attend the concert, hosted by a Washington, D.C.,
country radio station. Lt. Col. Mike Bills, deputy chief for the Army’s Disabled Soldier Support System,
got the sister trio to sign photographs for the soldiers, who were recuperating at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington.
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NATO
begins
exercise
in Baltics

BY LIUDAS DAPKUS
The Associated Press

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Flexing
their combined military muscles
for the first time since joining
NATO, the Baltic states on Mon-
day began hosting a two-week
drill to chart how the alliance
would provide relief after terror-
ist attacks or natural disasters.

More than 400 military and ci-
vilian officials from 14 countries
began the exercise on Monday,

which is scheduled to last
through July.
The drill, dubbed “Rescu-

er/Medceur 2004,” was designed
to test how well alliance members
can integrate their individual
medical and rescue resources in
the event of a crisis or catastro-

phe.

It’s being held in Lithuania and
Estonia — two former Soviet re-
publics — and in Bulgaria on the
Black Sea.

“This is the biggest military
medical exercise ever held in
Lithuania and, as such, is a very
good opportunity to coordinate
and improve our skills and share
the experience with colleagues
from other NATO coumnes 7 said
Lithuanian Army Vygintas
Sereika, who is coordmaung the
exercises.

The second week will entail
drills, including a mock terror at-
tack on a shipping facility in
Lithuania.

The exercises are the biggest of
the kind held in Lithuania after
the three Baltic states joined
NATO in April along with five
other former Soviet bloc coun-

cs.

Aside from NATO members, in-
cluding US. military forces,
Ukraine and Uzbekistan sent ob-
servers, NATO said.

Castle revisited

CASTLE RISING, England
— Men and women dressed in
uniforms and clothing of the
times of the War of the Roses
will re-create history this
weekend at Castle Rising, En-
gland.

The event on Saturday and
Sunday will be set against the
backdrop of a murder mystery
at the castle, and will use au-
thentic weapons from this piv-
otal era in the history of Great
Britain at the village’s 12th cen-
tury castle.

Castle Rising is about a
one-hour drive hour north of
RAF Mildenhall and RAF Lak-
enheath, just north of Kings
Lynn on A149. The site opens
at 10 am. The re-enactment be-
gins at 10:30.

Entry is 6 pounds (about
$11) for adults and 3 pounds
for children. A family ticket
for two parents and two chil-
dren is 14 pounds.

From staff reports

Transformation plans still undecided

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

Despite media hype over mas-
sive military downsizing in Ger-
many and South Korea, the Penta-
gon says some changes may not
happen for years, and presiden-
tial candidate John Kerry’s cam-
paign says he’ll put the kibosh on
the moves if elected.

“We don’t anticipate any signifi-
cant large-scale changes being
made in the coming months. Any
major changes will probably
come from 2005 to 2010,” a De-
fense Department spokesman
said, speaking on background
about current plans.

And according to the Kerry
campaign, the candidate opposes
withdrawals for now. Instead,
Kerry would ask allies to build up
their forces and consider moves
from Germany and into Eastern
Europe only after the infrastruc-
ture improves in those countries.

As for South Korea, Kerry
would aim to pull back from the
tense Demilitarized Zone and
eventually reunify the Koreas,
but only sometime in the distant
future.

Kerry's  national  security
spokesman, Mark Kitchens, said
he would not speculate on time-
lines or how Kerry’s reported
calls for overall troop buildups
would affect places such as Ger-
many and South Korea.

“Making statements about that
right now would not be a prudent
thing to do,” Kitchens said. “You
never know what the situation
will be.”

Recent news reports have said
the Pentagon plans to reduce by
about one-half its 70,000-strong
troop strength in Germany. Re-
ported plans are that the United
States would withdraw the 1st Ar-
mored Division and the 1st Infan-
try Division, together about
30,000 soldiers, and replace them
with a brigade of about 3,500
troops and Stryker light-armored
vehicles. The United States has al-
ready told South Korea that it
plans to pull 12,500 of the 38,000
troops it now maintains there.

For now, however, the staff at
the U.S. European Command in
Stuttgart, Germany, has no or-
ders to march anyone out.

“The bottom line is, we don’t
know,” said Lt. Cmdr. Rick
Haupl, a headquarters spokes-

" The Pentagon is saying that
while it wants to move away from

Sen. John Kerry

the heavy armor concept of the
Cold War days, it isn’t doing so
rashly.

“This is still something the pres-
ident has to decide and approve,”

If elected, Kerry may rethink effort
to shift bases into Eastern Europe

gestion, because this predated
9/11. This predated Iraq. Wheth-
er it would continue despite a
change in administrations, I can’t
begin to speculate.”

En route to the NATO summit
last month in Istanbul, Gen.
James L. Jones, commander of
NATO and U.S. forces in Europe,
was noncommittal. He said the
presidential election may affect
the outcome, but that the Penta-
gon’s current plans have a life of
their own.

“Conceptually, if you had a big
change of government, you could
have a radical change of direc-
tion,” Jones said. “But I think its
momentum is fairly constant.”

Jones also said he was unsure if
recent increases in the number of
peacekeepers that allies, includ-
ing Germany, approved for Af-
ghanistan would affect any deci-
sions to move.

“I think whalever NATO does
in will be

said Maj. Paul Swil spokes-
man for Douglas Feith, the under-
secretary of defense for policy.
“Maybe by the tail end of sum-
mer or early fall, we may have a
better look.”

Even under the most accelerat-
ed scenario, Germany-based
troops now serving in Iraq should
return to Europe afterward, not
the United States, and those now
in Germany shouldn’t expect to
roll out early.

“If yowre halfway through
your tour in Germany, this may
never affect you,” Swiergosz said.
“You may well return to the
States before any of the global pos-
ture alignment adjusts itself with
you.”

Swiergosz said whatever the
United States does, it would at-
tempt to make the impact on Ger-
many as slight as possible, while
still pursuing its goal of lighter,
faster forces.

He also rejected the idea that
keeping troops in Germany or
moving them elsewhere is tied to
that government’s stance on the
decision to invade Iraq.

“The idea that what we're
doing now has some sort of politi-
cal impact on how allies did or
did not choose to back us with
Iraq is just not right,” Swiergosz
said. “That’s a preposterous sug-

helpful for the cua].\tmn 1 don’t
know if it will affect transforma-
tion,” Jones said. “There’s no
question that the more NATO
does, the less of a burden it is on
us nationally.”

Whatever happens, a shift of
forces out of Germany doesn’t
mean the nations of “new” Eu-
rope will receive wheelbarrows
of American greenbacks. “We're
not talking about any new Ram-
steins being built,” Swiergosz
said, referencing the largest U.S.
base in Germany. “That’s flat-out
not gonna happen.”

Under the administration’s cur-
rent philosophy, large bases will
give way to smaller hubs to allow
forces to hop across the continent
— and likely onto hot spots like
the Middle East, Central Asia or
Africa. The large divisions would
move back to the United States,
not another allied nation.

That means new bases in Eu-
rope wouldn’t necessarily house
large numbers of soldiers — or
that moving troops out of Germa-
ny would mean other Europeans
would host them afterward.

“It doesn’t mean one country’s
a winner and the other’s a loser,”
Swiergosz said.

Though the debate has come to
a head in the wake of the decision
to depose Saddam Hussein, the

Gen. James Jones

idea of shedding pounds and per-
sonnel to fight light goes back at
least 25 years, according to one
expert.

“When you're facing a predict-
able heavy armored enemy like
the Warsaw Pact, the guys who
wanted the big heavy tanks tend-
ed to win those arguments,” said
Ivan Oelrich, director of the Fed-
eration of American Scientists’
Strategic Security Project. “But it
doesn’t mean there wasn’t some
alternative voice there.”

elrich said he doesn’t believe
the Pentagon’s current plans are
simply political, but said there
are both reasons to stay in a place
such as Germany (the United
States already has bases there)
and to move (it'll eventually be
cheaper, and the Soviet Union is
no more).

“Sometimes the rational thing
is to stick with an investment,”
Oelrich said. “But having said
that, we're not defending the
it makes sense to

Still, it's best not to count Ger-
‘many out. Swiergosz said the Unit-
ed States continues to meet with
Germany over the future of bases
there. And he said America ac-
cepts it has commitments to its al-
lies.

“We’re not going to abandon
them.”
E-mail Ward Sanderson at:

sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Fort Hood readies troops for urban combat in Iraq

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — Roadside bombs,
sniper gunfire and angry crowds are part of
the training these days at the military’s larg-
est post, where about 3,000 National Guard sol-
diers and reservists from Louisiana, Manhat-
tan and elsewhere have to learn what to ex-

pect in Iraq.

Citizen soldiers are taught during summer
training at Fort Hood to watch around every
corner for so-called “improvised explosive de-
vices” where booby trap meets bomb and
search for insurgents firing whatever weapon

is available.

A mock ambush of a convoy in an Iragi vil-
lage and other drills in soldier school are

based on occurrences that inexperienced
troops could soon face in the Middle East. One
officer preparing for his first deployment to
Iraq emerged from the convoy drill with an ap-
preciation of the dangers. fire,

“It’s about as real as we can get without hav-
ing two-way live fire,” 2nd Lt. Dan Hover of
the New York National Guard said. “It pro-
vides good challenges for the leadership and
for all the Joes on the ground to apply what
they've learned in class and put it out on the

street level.

tions. I understand

“I have high standards and high expecta-

ey
they’re going to stumble,” he told the Houston
Chronicle in Monday’s online edmon “But
you get back up and you try it again.”

re going to

Federal contract workers were role-playing
as a mob led by a Muslim cleric confronted
the convoy on a rubble-strewn street just be-
fore another bomb explosion and more sniper

The troops were members of the 256th Bri-
gade Combat Team from the Louisiana Nation-
al Guard, which is preparing to deploy to Iraq.

Their teachers were members of the Texas
National Guard’s 75th Division (Training Sup-
port) based in Houston, whose citizen-soldiers
have assumed a key role in mentoring about
4,000 guard members heading to Irag.

“This is important work for our nation,”
Brig. Gen. Walt Zink of Houston, the division’s
assistant commander, said.
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German

Knowing the
rules before
buying helps

BY L1sA HORN
Stars and Stripes

Americans in the market for a
used car in Germany may not be
aware of a one-year warranty
guaranteed to them by law.

If Lewis Pullum had asked
about the warranty, he may have
been able to save himself a few
headaches and a few dollars.

Pullum, an industrial equip-
ment repairman at Rhein-Main
Air Base, learned about the law
the hard way. When Pullum pur-
chased his 1993 BMW 540i from a
car dealer outside of Mannheim’s
Sullivan Barracks in April, the
dealer offered only a 30-day war-
ra

nty.

A car hobbyist, Pullum test-
drove the car, which he said ap-
peared to be in good condition.

“The car looked great, drove
great,” he said. “It wasn't a
dream car, but a car that I was
looking for.” A week later, howev-
er, Pullum noticed the car “just
did not feel right.”

His fears were confirmed when
he had his regular mechanic eval-
uate the car. The list of repairs,
which included new brake pads,
rotors and a water pump, totaled
2,396.90 euro. Pullum paid 5,000
euro, or about $6,240, for the car.

“I'hadn’t driven this car a week
and was now faced with all these
problems,” Pullum said. “T don’t

lemon law):

for all used cars they sell.

worn brake pads.

term has expired.

W By law, German dealerships must honor a one-year warranty

M The dealer is responsible for defects determined (usually by a
third party appraisal) to have been there at the time of sale; not re-
sulting from regular wear and tear or negligence. For example,

B The buyer must file a claim with the dealer before the one-year
B The bylaws of this consumer directive, which other countries in

the European Union have also adopted, also apply to other property,
such as mobile homes, computers and other immobiles.

feel like I should drive the car,
knowing that it has these prob-
lems.”

To make matters worse, the
dealership refused to honor the
30-day guarantee and denied any
responsibility in having to honor
the one-year warranty, Pullum
said.

Repeated calls to the car dealer
for this article were not returned.

In January 2002, under a Euro-
pean Union directive on consum-
er protection, Germany changed
its laws on tangible property sales
to better protect the consumer.
All German dealerships must pro-
vide a 12-month warranty for
every used car they sell.

Ensuring that a dealership pro-
vides the warranty will save the
buyer a lot of heartache and legal
hassles if a dream BMW or Mer-
cedes turns out to be a lemon,
said German lawyer Roland Sch-
wengebecher, who is represent-
ing Pullum in his dispute with the
car dealer.

Under the old law, the buyer
had to prove that the car’s dam-
age was there before the vehicle

was taken off the lot. Now, the
buyer does not have to prove the
damage, but must claim damage
within the 12-month timeframe.

“When you buy a car from a
dealer, your position as the con-
sumer is much better than it was
two years ago,” said Schwenge-
becher, whose office is in Dietzen-
bach.

The German lemon law,
Biirgeliches gesetz buch, para.
434ss, states that if a used car
bought from a dealership is defec-
tive, the dealer must take the car
back or pay for repairs. The law
does not apply to private sellers.

Getting your money back, how-
ever, isn’t as easy as returning
the car back to the lot. The de-
fects must be determined to have
been present at the time of sale
and not resulting from wear and
tear, said Kerstin Bartnik, Ger-
man legal ass\stance lawyer in
Darmstadt and Han:

It's a slippery slnpe, she said.
An expert appraisal — paid by
the buyer — can often be the only
way to determine if a car is defec-
tive or has resulted from wear

emon law sweetens car purchases

The German lemon law
The basics of the Biirgeliches gesetz buch, para. 434ss (German

LISA HORN/Stars and Stripes.

Lewis Pullum hasn’t spent much time behind the wheel of his 1993
BMW since he bought it in April. The car started showing signs of
‘major mechanical problems a week after he bought it. He is battling
with a dealership in Mannheim to honor the one-year German legal

warranty to fix the car.

and tear, she said.

Then, the dealer may dispute
the appraisal and the case ends
up in court, which is where Pul-
lum’s dispute is now.

Three months after driving it
off the lot, Pullum’s silver BMW
sits at the mechanic’s shop, await-

ing the results of the legal case.

“In my opinion, a lot of Ameri-
cans buy used cars from military
sales and the dealers haven't got
any idea of German law,” Sch-
wengebecher said.

E-mail Lisa Horn af
hornl@mail.estr

Medical command
greets new leader

By JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

Col. Carla G. Hawley-Bowland
took command of the Army’s Eu-
rope Regional Medical Command
during a ceremony Thursday at
Nachrichlen Kaseme in Heidel-
berg, Ge

Hawley Bowland who  be-
comes command surgeon for U.S.
Army Europe and 7th Army, took
the

Granger.
Granger is
moving  to f
Fort Bragg,
N.C, to be-
come  com-
mander  of §
the 44th Med-
ical ~ Com-

mand.
ERMCis a
major subordinate command of
the US. Army Medical Com-
mand, headquartered at Fort Sam
Houston, Texas. It is responsible
for the operation of medical treat-
ment facilities in Germany, Bel-

Granger

gium and Italy.

Hawley-Bowland’s previous as-
signment was as MEDCOM depu-
ty director for Health Policy and
Services, chief consultant for
MEDCOM and chief of the Clini-
cal Services Division in San Anto-
nio.

She expressed excitement at
being in Europe and thanked
Granger for presenting her with a
“dynamic, growing organization.”

Addressing members of the
command for the first time, she
said, “As the Army continues to
transform to meet the require-
ments for an ever-changing world
situation, we will face many tran-
sitions and challenges.

“As we traverse this winding
trail, we must care for ourselves
and for each other to be ready for
the road ahead. Hopefully, we
will find some fun along the way
to lighten our load. Together, with
flexibility and accountability, we
will face and conquer the demand-
ing tasks ahead, always doing the
right thing for soldiers.”

During his parting remarks,

Hawley-Bowland

Granger described this day as bit-
tersweet.

“This is a very difficult mo-
ment for me,” he said. “My ser-
vice as a commander, the com-
‘mand surgeon and as the Tricare
Europe lead agent has been
among the most personally and
professionally rewarding experi-
ences of my life.”

Granger told the crowd that he
took pride in this command and
in serving the European commu-
nity.

“This great command team has
a reputation of never, never for-
getting the soldier and for always
doing routine things routinely
well.”

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:

inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Vilseck GI found guilty
of attacks, indecent acts

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany — A
Vilseck-based soldier will spend
the next five years in jail for two
unrelated violent attacks after re-
turning from downrange, and for
indecent acts committed while de-
ployed.

Spe. Maurice E. Shumpert 11,
pleaded guilty to one charge of ag-
gravated assault and was found
guilty of a second. He was convict-
ed of indecent language and inde-
cent exposure while deployed to
Iraq with Headquarters Support
Company, 94th Engineer Ba
ion.

In addition to jail time, he was
reduced to the lowest enlisted
grade, ordered to forfeit all pay
and allowances, and given a
bad-conduct dnscharge at the end
of the two-day court-martial in
Vilseck that ended Friday.

Shumpert pleaded guilty to
punching another soldier in the
face at a local bar on Jan. 16, the
day he returned from Iraq.

Shumpert said the second
charge, which took place his sec-
ond weekend home while at a
club in Erlangen, Germany, re-
sulted from an incident in which

he was acting in self-defense.
owever, a jury panel found
Shumpert guilty of breaking a
glass on a former soldier’s head
with intent to do bodily harm.

Capt. Jennifer Bottoms, trial
counsel for the Vilseck legal of-
fice, said the man was so badly i
jured that German medical per-
sonnel said he would have died
without medical aid and he near-
ly became paralyzed because of
the deep cuts. The man has per-
manent scars on his face.

The indecent language and in-
decent exposure charge was
tacked on to the aggravated as-
sault court-martial once the com-
pany commander found out a fe-
male soldier came forward with a
sexual-assault incident while de-
ployed with Shumpert.

In late summer 2003, a female
soldier reported she was on guard
duty when Shumpert proposi-
tioned her to have sex. When she
refused, he called her a name and
exposed himself.

Shumpert is being held at the
Mannheim Confinement Facility,
but will be moved next week to a
stateside facility to complete his
five-year sentence.

E-mail Jessica Inigo
inigoj@mail.estripes.(




Tuesday, July 20, 2004 STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 9

IN THE STATES
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U.S. exploring
whether Iran
had role in
9/11 attacks

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush said
Monday the United States is exploring
whether Iran had any role in the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, a scenario the
CIA has found no evidence to support.

“We will continue to look and see if the
Iranians were involved,” Bush said. “I
have long expressed my concerns about
Iran. After all it's a totalitarian society
where people are not allowed to exercise
their rights as human beings.”

“As to direct connections with Sept. 11,
we're digging into the facts to determine if
there was one,” said the president, who
has branded Iran as part of an “axis of
evil” along with North Korea and prewar
Iraq under Saddam Hussein’s leadership.

Bush accused Iran of harboring
al-Qaida leadership, seeking a nuclear
weapons program and financing terrorist
organizations such as Hezbollah.

Acting CIA Director John McLaughlin
said on Sunday that the CIA has known for
some time that some of the Sept. 11 hijack-
ers were able to pass through Iran.

But he said there is no evidence the gov-
ernment in Tehran supported this. Noth-
ing suggests an official connection be-
tween Iran and the 2001 hijackings, he
said.

‘THE LOS ANGELES TIMES/AP

A wildfire jumps Placerita Canyon Road for the second time
Sunday, while fire crews watch near Santa Clarita, Calif. Dry,
windy weather on Monday hampered efforts to contain the fire
that has forced thousands of people to flee their homes. There
were no immediate reports of injuries or structural damage.

In a raft, on skis

or falling out of the

sky, Stripes readers like
to get around.

Read their travel tales and tips
on Thursdays
in Travel.
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Nations urge end to
juvenile executions

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jimmy Cart-
er, Mikhail Gorbachev, the Ameri-
can Medical Association and 48
nations are among those who lob-
bied the Supreme Court Monday
to end the execution of killers
who committed their crimes be-
fore age 18.

The United States is among a
handful of nations that allow the
practice. The high court will re-
consider this fall whether such ex-
ecutions are constitutional.

The 25-nation European Union,
plus Mexico, Canada and other
nations argued that execution of
juvenile killers “violates widely
accepted human rights norms
and the minimum standards of
human rights set forth by the
United Nations.”

Mexico noted separately that
three of the 73 current death row
inmates condemned for killings
that took place before they were
18 are Mexican nationals.

The American Medical Associa-
tion, American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation and other medical and

mental health groups also told the
court they oppose execution of
teen killers, as did the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.

Diplomats including former un-
dersecretary of state Thomas
Pickering and former ambassa-
dor to France Felix Rohatyn ar-
gued that growing international
consensus against such execu-
tions leaves the U.S. diplomatical-
ly isolated.

Two friend-of-the-court briefs
filed earlier support continuation
of the practice.

“(Our) experience strongly in-
dicates that a bright-line rule cate-
gorically exempting 16- and
17-year-olds from the death penal-
ty ... would be arbitrary at best
and downright perverse at
worst,” lawyers for Alabama, Del-
aware, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah
and Virginia told the court.

Those states are among 19 that
allow execution of killers who
were 16 or 17 at the time of the
crime. Not all states that allow the
death penalty apply it to under-
age killers, and no state allows
the execution of those who were
younger than 16 at the time of the
crime.
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W.Va. senator thinks Kerry could win state

Byrd says Democratic presidential candidate needs to ‘get a little coal dust on his hands’

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON ohn Kerry
can win West Virginia’s five elec-
toral votes by going there and get-
ting coal “dust on his hands and
on his face,” the state’s senior sen-
ator said Sunday.

Also, said Sen. Robert Byrd, his-
tory’s second longest-serving sen-
ator behind the late Strom Thur-
mond of South Carolina, “Always,
always remember that sovereign-
ty rests, John Kerry, sovereignty
rests with the people of this coun-

Appearing on NBC’s “Meet the
Press,” Byrd was asked whether

Kerry can win West Virginia, a
state Demo-
‘ crat Al Gore
lost to Re-
publican
Bush by 6
percentage
points  in
2000.
“Pm  the
son of a coal
miner. I mar-

o

Byrd
know a lot about coal,” said the
86-year-old Byrd, whose Senate
career began in 1959, the year be-

fore John F. Kennedy’s evocation
of the plight of the West Virginia
coal miner helped him win the
presidency.

“Yes, coal is a dirty energy
source, but look what we're try-
ing to do. We're trying to clean it
up. P've appropriated money over
the years for coal research to
make it cleaner,” Byrd said.

“Yes, he can carry West Virgin-
ia. He will carry West Virginia if
he continues to stand up for the
liberties of the people,” Byrd
said.

“Ive talked with him. I've told
him he should go to West Virgin-

ia. He should shake hands with
the people.
He should be
at their level
and get a lit-
tle coal dust
on his hands.
Get some of
that  dirty
dust on his
hands  and
on his face

spirit
the workin

Kerry

people of this country, the coal
miners. And always, always re-
member that sovereignty rests,

John Kerry, sovereignty rests
with the people of this country.”

The Kerry campaign reaf-
firmed the candidate’s commit-
ment to the state’s miners and
pointed out that he has proposed
spending $10 billion to improve
clean coal technology.

“John Kerry saw firsthand the
work of the miners of West Virgin-
ia when he went down in a mine
in the spring, and he received the
endorsement of Cecil Roberts
and the UMW (United Mine
Workers). His commitment to
these workers is personal,” said
campaign  spokesman  David
Wade.

A

3

Protest Warrior members meet in New York July 12 in New York. The
conservative political demonstration group plans to face off with demon-
strators who will gather in New York to protest the GOP convention.

Conservatives to protest
protesters at convention

BY SARA KUGLER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Activists plan-
ning to demonstrate against th

“It's going to be the protest
Olympics. They’re all going to be
trying to outdo each other,” said
Kfir Alfia, of Austin, Texas, who
formed the group last year with
Alan Lipton after they crashed

should be on the lookout for
young conservatives gearing up
to protest the protesters.

“To show that there is a group
of people out there, there are Re-
publicans that will protest them
right back,” said Tom Paladino,
who leads the New York chapter
of the newly formed Protest War-
riors.

“We are the right-wing free-
dom fighters — we are out there
and are just as animated as the
protesters can be,” said member
Jason Sager, of Brooklyn.

Protest Warriors, which claims
about 3,000 members nationwide,
expects about 200 in New York
for the four-day convention,
which begins Aug. 30 and is ex-
pected to draw tens of thousands
of opponents of President Bush.

Leaders say they know they
won't have equal representation,
but hope the contrast helps them
stand out. They will be armed
with their own picket signs and
T-shirts, even video cameras to
capture their mission.

anti-war ions in San
Francisco, carrying signs that
said: “Except for Ending Slavery,
Fascism, Nazism and Commu-
nism, War Has Never Solved Any-
thing”

Activists hurled signs at them
and hissed “Fascists!” as they
marched along, Alfia and Lipton
said. They said they were sur-
prised to encounter animosity at
a peace rally, and decided to pub-
licize their experience.

They posted videos of their
counterprotests on the Internet
and began coordinating more ac-
tions. The movement attracted
young conservatives from across
the country, as well as stalwarts
like Rush Limbaugh, who has
hailed them.

This spring, the group protest-
ed anti-war rallies in several cit-
ies, including New York.

For now, Protest Warriors’ con-
vention plans are unclear be-
cause they depend on the
anti-Bush groups. Some of those
groups are still awaiting police
permits for their demonstrations.

Asians in U.S. lack political clout

Activists hope voter education, registration will boost numbers, voice

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Asian Amer-
icans are the country’s second
fastest-growing minority behind
Hispanics. But unlike Latinos,
they have virtually no national po-
litical clout.

Eager to change that, activists
and political leaders are relying
on tried-and-true methods such
as voter registration drives and
educational efforts to get more
people to the polls.

et when it comes to courting
Asian voters, political parties ap-
pear to be more influenced by
some simple math, courtesy of
the Census Bureau:

M There were more than 9 mil-
lion Asians in the United States of
voting age in July 2003, up 1 mil-
lion from three years earlier.

MW Among minorities though,
Asians lag behind the 26.3 million
Hispanics and 25.7 million blacks
of voting age.

W People of Asian-Pacific Is-
lander background comprised
just 2 percent of voters in the
2000 election, compared with 10
percent for blacks and 5 percent
for Hispanics.

W Nationally, Asians represent
just 4 percent of the U.S. popula-
‘tion, and there is a large immi-
grant segment in the United
States who aren’t citizens and
therefore can’t vote.

“Asian votes should be courted,
not taken for granted,” pleads
Cao K. O, executive director of
the Asian American Federation
in New York.

David Lee of the Chinese Amer-
ican Voters Education Commit-
tee in San Francisco calls it a
cycle that “feeds into itself.” Par-
ties historically haven’t sought
Asians’ vote and spend little
money to get them registered.

Census data shows the nation’s
Asian population rose 12.6 per-
cent between 2000 and 2003, be-
hind only the 13 percent increase
among Latinos. Hispanics tend to
lean Democratic though their
votes are increasingly being tar-
geted by Republicans.

ut deciphering how Asians
vote can be tricky given the lack
of detailed study in the area, says

at the University of Massachu-
setts. Exit polling in 2000 found
55 percent of Asians backing
Democrat Al Gore and 44 percent
for President Bush. Watanabe
cautions against reading too
much into such figures because
data on Asians are often based on
interviews with a small number
of voters.

Drawing on rough estimates,
Lee, O and others say there ap-
pear to be a roughly equal num-
ber of Asians registered as Demo-
crat or Republican, plus a large
contingent of independents. In
theory, that means Asians could
be pivotal in deciding a tight presi-
dential campaign.

Yet another factor that may be
affecting the influence of Asians
is that the states in which they
constitute the largest shares of
the population, such as Hawai,
California and New York, arer
considered toss-ups for the elec-
tion.

Of those states generally consid-
ered battlegrounds, Oregon, Neva-
da and Washington have the larg-
est Asian population, though they
still make up no more than 6 per-

cent of the state’s total population
in each case.

Efforts can also be stunted by
the large number of different lan-
guages among those Asians who
speak something other than En-
glish. That means more money to
pay for education efforts or regis-
tration drives because ads and
materials have to be printed in
many languages.

S.B. Woo, a former Democratic
lieutenant governor of Delaware,
heads a group called the “80-20
Initiative” that hopes to garner 80
percent of the Asian vote national-
ly this fall behind one presiden-
tial candidate, regardless of the

party.

‘Woo says that would transform
Asians into a critical national vot-
ing bloc.

Watanabe s critical of the strat-
egy. Efforts should “principally
be concentrated at the local level
than attempting to influence poli-
tics at the presidential level,
where Asian Americans because
of their numbers have the least
decisive impact.”

unters Woo, who is now an in-
dependent: “You play the hand
you are dealt with.”
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Studies suggest diet, weight affect brain health

BY MALCOLM RITTER

The Associated Press

Eating vegetables such as broccoli and
spinach may help older women retain
some memory abilities later on, while
avoiding obesity in middle age lowers the
risk of later Alzheimer’s disease in both
sexes, new studies suggest.

The work mirrors prior evidence that
people may help keep their brains healthy
by following standard health advice, includ-
ing things such as staying active and keep-
ing cholesterol, blood sugar and blood pres-
sure under control.

In fact, one of the new studies found evi-
dence that obesity, h]gh cholesterol and
high blood pressure in middle age each
added substantially to the risk of develop-
ing Alzheimer’s or other dementia later on.
Each problem roughly doubled the risk,
and study participants with all three traits
ran six times the risk of somebody without
any of them, said researcher Dr. Miia Kivi-

pelto of the Karolinska Institute in Stock-
he

Kivipelto said the findings are encourag-
ing because they suggest that lifestyle
changes can help many people reduce
their risk of dementia. She spoke in a tele-
phone interview before presenting the
work Monday in Philadelphia at the Ninth

i C on Alzheimer’s

Disease and Related Disorders.

Her study included 1,449 Finns whose
body-mass index, which signals obesity,
was calculated when they were around 50
years old.

‘When examined an average of 21 years
later, 61 had developed dementia, mostly
Alzheimer’s. Results showed the risk of
any dementia or Alzheimer’s in particular
roughly doubled with a BMI of more than
30 (considered obese), cholesterol of more
than 250 or a blood pressure reading in
which one of the numbers exceeded 140.

The effect appeared in both sexes,
though the obesity factor was slightly stron-
ger in women, Kivipelto said.

The findings make sense, said Deborah
Gustafson of the Medical College of Wis-
consin. Gustafson had reported evidence
that women who are overweight in their
70s had an increased risk of getting Alzhe-
imer’s, while the new work extends the
finding back into middle age, she noted.

The other new study found that women
in their 60s who habitually ate more crucif-
erous and green leafy vegetables than
other women went on to show less overall
decline on a bundle of tests measuring
memory, verbal ability and attention when
they were in their 70s.

Such foods include broccoli, cauliflower,
romaine lettuce and spinach.

The federally funded study didn’t in-
clude men, but the effect would probably
appear in them too, said Jae Hee Kang, an
instructor at Harvard’s Brigham and Wom-
en’s Hospital in Boston who presented the
work. She stressed that the findings need
to be confirmed by further studies.

Researchers focused on drop-offs in abil-
ities such as remembering word lists after

15 minutes, naming as many animals as
possible in one minute, and reciting a list
of numbers backward. A pronounced de-
cline may foreshadow Alzheimer’s.

Kang and colleagues studied 13,388 nurs-
es participating in a long-running health
study. They compared the participants’
questionnaires on long-term eating habits
over a span of 10 years, when they were in
their 60s, to their performance in two test
sessions when they were in their 70s. Re-
searchers noted how much the scores de-
clined in the two years between sessions.

‘While most women in the study showed
some decline, those who had habitually
eaten the most cruciferous and green leafy
vegetables showed less decline than those
who ate the least, Kang said.

“It was almost like they were younger by
one or two years in terms of their cognitive
declining,” Kang said in a telephone inter-
view.

The effect of the vegetables probably
comes from the antioxidants and B vita-
mins they contain, Kang said.

Quadriplegic killed

SAN ANTONIO — One man is
in custody and two others are
being sought Monday in the
beating death of a quadriplegic
man inside a housing complex
near the former Kelly Air Force
Base. Three men and a woman
also were hurt in the attack.

The 47-year-old quadriple-
gic’s body was found Saturday
morning on a bed in his ran-
sacked apartment, with a pillow
over his battered face. The vic-
tim, whom EMS technicians
said had died from serious head
trauma resulting from the beat-
ing, was not identified pending
notification of relatives.

Larry Salazar, 26, was arrest-
ed on a warrant Saturday by the
police department’s gang unit.

Taser safety ioned

Medical examiners in three
cases involving suspects who
died in police custody cited Tas-
ers as a cause or a contributing
factor in the deaths, The Arizo-
na Republic reported. In two
other cases, Tasers could not be
ruled out as a cause of death.

Taser International has de-
fended its product, which thou-
sands of law enforcement agen-
cies have issued to their officers
to help subdue people who
refuse to obey commands.

Safari winners

SEADRIFT, Texas — A
six-man canoe team paddled
down 260 grueling river miles
faster than more than 120 com-
petitors to win the annual Texas
Water Safari on Sunday.

The canoe, crossed the finish
line in 33 hours and eight min-

PHOENIX — Medical exam-
iners have found that Taser elec-
tric stun guns may have played
arole in at least five deaths, con-
tradicting the manufacturer’s
claim that the weapons never
killed or injured anyone, a news-
paper reported Sunday.

utes, the third-fz time since
the first competition in 1963.

The race course, from San
Marcos to Seadrift on San Anto-
nio Bay via the San Marcos and
Guadalupe rivers, is filled with
hazards including logjams, alli-
gators and water moccasins.
From The Associated Press

More amusement, less waiting

Parks using beepers,
hand stamps to cut
down lines for rides

BY JOHN SEEWER
The Associated Press

SANDUSKY, Ohio — Long,
dreary and crowded waits can
take the wind out of even the most
eager thrill seeker.

So to keep guests happy, amuse-
ment parks these days are using
beepers, special tickets and hand
stamps to encourage people to cut
the line.

Front of the line privileges for
popular rides cost extra at some
parks and are free at others.
Parks benefit because less time
standing means visitors can
spend money in shops and restau-
rants instead.

“No matter where you are, peo-
ple are generally impatient,” said

is Knauf, assistant manager
of ride operations at Cedar Point
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park, which gives out
hand stamps that allow visitors to
skip ahead later.

The trend began five years ago
with the FastPass reservation sys-
tem at Walt Disney World’s Ani-
mal Kingdom, and has trickled
down to regional theme parks.
Long waits had topped the list of
complaints, said parks spokes-
man Dave Herbst.

So the park came up with a solu-
tion. Visitors can avoid standing

in packed queues for the top 26 at-  Cedar Point employee Tommy Wobser Il stamps a guest’s hand July 9
tractions, including The Twilight outside of the Wicked Twister ride. The stamp is part of the Sandusky,
Zone Tower of Terror and Space  Ohio, amusement park’s FreeWay program, which lets a limited number

Mountain.
Guest surveys show that those

of guests bypass the long lines for popular rides.
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who use FastPass, which tells
guests when to show up for the
ride, have a better experience
and are able to see 25 percent
more attractions and shows.

“We’re hitting at the one thing
they dislike,” said Todd Evans,
manager for attractions at the
Florida parks.

While the Disney system is
free, Six Flags parks charge a fee
for getting to the front.

Six Flags, with 28 theme and
water parks nationwide, sells

front of the line tickets at most of
its parks. Five parks rent an elec-
tronic device that works like a
pager.

The costs vary at each park. At
Six Flags Over Texas and Six
Flags Over Georgia it costs $10 to
rent the device and another $10
for each person using it.

Guests insert the palm-sized de-
vice at a sign near the ride and re-
serve their time to come back and
get on a roller coaster with little
or no wait. The device, called a

Q-Bot vibrates and beeps when
it’s time to ride.

Not everyone thinks it’s fair for
some guests to buy their way to
the front.

Sean Flaharty, a roller coaster
enthusiast from Columbus, said
the system can produce longer
lines. Some parks reserve coaster
seats for people who have front of
the line passes, and those seats
sometimes go unfilled.

“I can see why people get angry
because that makes the line actual-
ly go slower,” said Flaharty.
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3 wounded as Israel strikes at Gaza militants

Arafat replaces cousin appointed to security post

BY MARK LAVIE

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli missiles hit a
Gaza militants’ safe house on Monday,
‘wounding three, a spokesman for a Pales-
tinian group said, the first Israeli airstrike
there since internal turmoil broke out over
the weekend.

In a related development, Israel’s moder-
ate Labor Party demanded legislation to
back up Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
Gaza pullout plan as part of its price for
shoring up his shaky government.

In Gaza City, a spokesman for the Popu-
lar Resistance Committee said the Monday
afternoon airstrike was aimed at a house
used by Abed Quka, the group’s leader in
northern Gaza. He was wounded in the at-
tack.

‘White smoke rose into the sky from the
building, and a large crowd quickly gath-

ered around the house at the Shati refugee
camp on the beach next to Gaza City.

In other violence Monday, Israeli sol-
diers shot and killed a 17-year-old Palestin-
ian in a refugee camp next to the West
Bank city of Nablus at nightfall. Palestin-
ians said he was throwing rocks at soldiers.
The Israeli military said he was holding a

e.

The Popular Resistance Committee is an
umbrella group of militants who left other
Palestinian factions. Its militants do not an-
swer to outside authorities and often carry
out attacks against their wishes.

Some believe the group was responsible
for killing of three American security
guards in a diplomatic convoy in the north-
ern Gaza Strip last October. No arrests
have been made in the bombing, and the
U.S. government has expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the Palestinian investigation.

The airstrike came as Palestinian leader

Yasser Arafat moved to defuse three days
of tension and violence over his appoint-
ment of a relative, Moussa Arafat, as head
of security in Gaza.

On Monday, Arafat reinstated the officer
his relative replaced — Abdel Razek Ma-
jaide — but retained Moussa Arafat in a
powerful position, satisfying some of his
critics but infuriating others.

Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qure-
ia said Monday he is intent on resigning
but made no move to leave office. He told
reporters that in a phone call to Arafat, he
said, “It is time to reactivate all our securi-
ty branches based on the correct princi
ples. It is now time to appoint the right
‘man to the nght position.”

Tension in Gaza has also been height-
ened by Sharon’s plan to pull Israeli forces
and settlers out of the seaside territory by
the end of next year — a “unilateral disen-
gagement” plan that has rival Palestinian
groups jockeying for position.

AP

Lt. Gen. Abdel Razek Majaide, the
reinstated director of General Security for
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, flashes a
victory sign outside the security office in
Gaza city on Monday.

Sharon’s call to French Jews to

Inquiry launched into how security plans
for London airport were lost on roadside

BY MICHAEL MCDONOUGH
The Associated Press

LONDON — A police inquiry
has been launched in response to
a newspaper report saying a dos-
sier containing anti-terror plans
for Heathrow airport was found
lying on a roadside, police said
Monday.
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Home Secretary David Blun-
kett, Britain’s top law enforce-
ment official, said he believed the
documents were genuine.

“The plans were obviously very
good,” he told British Broadcast-
ing Corp. radio. “Somebody dispos-
ing of them in a way that allowed
that to happen is very bad.”

London’s Metropolitan Police re-
fused to give details of the nature
of the documents, but said they
had been recovered by officers.

“We treat any breach of securi-
ty extremely seriously,” a spokes-
man said on condition of anonymi-
ty.

“We've launched an internal in-
quiry into the circumstances of
how these documents went miss-
ing, and we will take the appropri-
ate action when we have ascer-
tained the facts surrounding this
matter.”

The was respond-

Philippines (pess)
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S.Korea,

ing to a report in The Sun claim-
ing that a motorist found the docu-

ments by the side of a road a few
hundred yards from Heathrow’s
Terminal 4.

‘The newspaper said the plans,
dated June 26, 2004, showed 62
sites at Heathrow where terror-
ists were most likely to launch
anti-aircraft missile strikes. They
included facts about escape
routes, evacuation plans and road
closures, according to The Sun.

The plans, handed to The Sun by
the motorist, were drawn up by the
Metropoman Police’s SO18 Avia-
tion Security team, the paper re-
ported. It ran pictures of the front
cover of one of the documents bear-
ing the police force’s emblem and
marked “Confidential.”

The dossier reportedly identi-
fies a field close to Heathrow as
being ideal for launching a rocket
strike. “The site affords an excel-
lent site to attack aircraft depart-
ing Heathrow,” The Sun quoted
the documents as saying. “The fir-
ing point is just over the fence
into the field. This is a very large
site with little cover.”

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

PARIS — An appeal by Isra-
el's leader for Jews in France to
flee for their safety was met
with an outcry in France on Mon-
day, with lawmakers and Jewish
groups urging Ariel Sharon to
mind his own business.

The president of France’s Na-
tional Assembly, the lower
house of parliament, said
Sharon “missed a good opportu-
nity to keep quiet.”

“These words are inadmissi-
ble, unacceptable and, further-
more, irresponsible,”
Jean-Louis Debre told Europe-1
radio, adding to a chorus of com-
plaints in Paris from the govern-
ment and opposition groups.

Sharon on Sunday urged
France’s Jews to move to Israel
to escape a tide of anti-Semitism
at home.

“If T have to advocate to our
brothers in France, T will tell
them one thing,” Sharon told

erican Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem.

move to Israel met with outery

“Move to Israel, as early as
possible.”

Israel’s government spokes-
man sought Monday to tone
down the remarks, saying
Sharon only meant to let French
Jews know they were welcome
in Israel.

“Sharon was misunderstood,”
spokesman Avi Pazner told Eu-
rope-1 radio, adding the prime
minister said “he considered that
French Jews, like all Jews in the
world, belong in Israel — and he
invited French Jews to come.”

Pazner stressed that Sharon
had spoken off the cuff in re-
sponse to a question.

Anti-Semitic acts against Jew-
ish schools, synagogues and
cemeteries have risen in France
in recent years, coinciding with
tensions in the Middle East.
Many attacks have been blamed
on young Muslims.

The latest French Interior
Ministry figures show 510
anti-Jewish acts or Lhreals in
the first six months of 2004 —
compared to 593 for all of last
year.
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

SAN FRANCISCO — Six mil-
lion people will lose their right
to be paid overtime under new
federal regulations slated to go
into effect in August, according
to a new report by a liberal re-
search group.

Nearly 2 million workers who
are “team leaders” will be ineli-
gible for overtime pay under the
new rules, along with about
920,000 workers without college

hanges to overtime laws

degrees who Wlll be reclasslfled
as “learned pi ac-

Italian official resigns

ROME — Ailing Reforms Min-
ister Umberto Bossi resigned
from Premier Silvio Berlusconi’s
government Monday, the latest
shake-up in Italy’s squabbling
conservative government.

President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi
accepted  Bossi’s  resignation,
which was submitted on Sunday,

cording to the Economic Policy
Institute report.

Among the 3 ‘million addition-
al workers who will become inel-
igible are some who earn more
than $100,000 a year, as well as
some teachers, computer pro-
grammers and supervisors, the
Teport conten

While workers in any industry
might see changes, retail and of-
fice workers will feel the brunt
of the new rules.

the ‘palace said. But
other ministers in Bossi’s North-
ern League party agreed to re-
main, averting any immediate
danger of the government’s col-
lapse.

Bossi, a volatile politician who
brought down Berlusconi’s first
government in 1994, also quit his
post in the Chamber of Deputies,
joining several other politicians
leaving the Italian legislature to
take up seats in the European Par-
liament.
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Whaling meeting begins

Japan accused of buying votes to lift ban at Italy talks

BY TRISHA THOMAS

The Associated Press

SORRENTO, Italy — Delegates from the Interna-
tional Whaling Commission began annual talks Mon-
day in what is expected to be a fractious meeting,
amid allegations that Japan is buying votes to rally
support in its bid to overturn a 1986 ban on commer-
cial whaling.

The meeting in this sea resort in southern Italy
gathers hundreds of delegates from the 57 member
countries as well as environmentalist groups such
as the Worldwide Fund for Nature. It runs through
Thursday.

Lifting the ban on commercial whaling has been
the main focus of recent IWC meetings.

Japan, the world’s prime consumer of whale
meat, leads a group of pro-whaling countries that
also includes Norway and Iceland.

This year, Tokyo said it might consider pulling out
of the commission if the ban is not overturned.

The WWF and other environmentalist groups say
Japan is misusing development aid to manipulate
the vote of developing countries. The WWF says
that the technique is already paying off and as a re-
sult the pro-whaling bloc has grown steadily — from
nine countries in 2000 to 21 in 2003. This year it is
forecast to reach 27 countries.

“This is a clear case of money talks and it’s hap-
pening in front of us,” said John Frizell of Green-
peace International. “It s time we put a stop to this
ongoing vote buying, before it’s too late.

Responding to the accusations, Japan said in a
statement that it has fisheries relationships with
many nations. “When we have a chance to discuss
the IWC situation with those nations, they are often
‘more prepared to understand our position,” a delega-
tion statement said.

With a three-fourths majority required to over-
turn the moratorium, many expect the ban will stay
in place.

“We are close to the simple majority, but three
quarters is difficult” to obtain, Joji Morishita, a Japa-
nese delegate, said in an interview.

The High North Alliance, which groups hunters
from Canada, Iceland, Norway and other countries,
says there is enough scientific evidence that several
whale stocks can be hunted in a sustainable way, in-
cluding the minke whales, the smallest of the baleen
whales at about 30 feet.

‘The anti-whaling bloc says whaling should be dis-
couraged altogether and that the methods used to
kill whales are often inhumane. Many also condemn
aresearch program conducted by Japan as commer-
cial whaling in disguise.

There are other divisive issues on the meeting’s
agenda, such as a first gathering of the Conservation
Committee, which was established at last year’s an-
nual meeting in Berlin amid great controversy and
against the will of Japan. Opponents said the com-

work the

mittee’s real goal is not conservation but
ism.

BOEING AIRCRAFT/AP

line for the Boeing 717 jetliner at the
ccompany’s plant in Long Beach, Calif. B
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VIENNA,  Austria —
27-year-old Polish seminary stu-
dent has been charged with pos-
session and distribution of child
pornography, a prosecutor said
Monday as an investigation wid-
ened into Austria’s worst church
sex scandal in nearly a decade.

State prosecutor Walter Nemec
said in a statement that the stu-
dent downloaded “numerous”
lurid photos from a Web site
based in his native Poland.

Authorities say up to 40,000
photos and numerous videos, in-
cluding child pornography and
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Kissing and fondling
each other and their older instruc-
tors, were found at the Roman
Catholic seminary in St. Poelten.

Nations face EU court

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union's head office
said Monday it is taking five coun-
tries to the European Court of Jus-
tice for failing to fully incorporate
EU anti-discrimination directives
into their laws.

The commission will refer Lux-
embourg and Germany to the
court because they have not re-
ported changes to their laws. Aus-

tria, Finland and Greece face
charges because of they have not
completely adopted the law.

Bolivia’s gas exports

LA PAZ, Bolivia — Bolivians
voted in favor of exporting the na-
tion’s vast natural gas reserves in
areferendum victory for the pres-
ident, nine months after nearly 60
people died in street fighting
against such export plans.

Exit polls by Unitel and ATB
television stations said that be-
tween 56 percent and 63 percent
said “yes” to the question asking
if gas should be exported.

From The Associated Press
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Airshow in England. Europe’s Airbus is ex-

pected to go head-to-head with rival Boeing at the exhibition.

Boeing, Airbus vie
for dominance at
international show

BY BRUCE STANLEY
The Associated Press

FARNBOROUGH, England —
Boeing Co. and Airbus SAS were
expected to announce new plane
sale orders and discuss their strat-
egies for achieving dominance of
the air industry at the Farnbor-
ough International Airshow that
opened here Monday.

More than 300,000 people were
to attend the biennial show this
week where more than 1,300 ex-
hibitors from 32 countries will
show off the latest in aviation tech-
nology, including flight simula-
tors and a space pavilion run by
the British National Space Cen-
ter.

A miniature town complete
with traffic circles and avenues
has sprung up on the 66-acre
Farnborough Aerodrome site just
south of London for the large tem-
porary exhibition.

Security was tight with about
300 police officers, some carrying
machine guns, on hand. British
police are usually unarmed.

About 20 demonstrators op-
posed to the global arms trade
turned up outside the show’s
gates to protest British govern-
ment subsidies to defense indus-

es.

While potential buyers exam-
ine the latest in everything from
ejector seats to ground radar sys-
tems at the event, others will be
able to take in a daily air display
featuring a total of 200 aircraft.

Europe’s Airbus and U.S. rival
Boeing are going head-to-head
with very different visions for the
future of commercial aviation.

Airbus, which delivered more
planes than Boeing for the first
time in 2003, was expected to con-
tinue promoting its new A380
super jumbo jet. The carrier sees
a market for super jumbos carry-
ing passengers via major regional
and connecting flights.

Boeing is staking its future on
direct  point-to-point  routes
served by its 217-seater 7E7
“Dreamliner,” to be launched in
2008.

The Financial Times reported
Monday that more news could
emerge at the air show about de-
lays in a new contract by Britain,

rmany, Spain and Italy for a
batch of 236 Eurofighters.

The FT said senior executives
at EADS, the Franco-German
aerospace group, have blamed
Britain for holding up the con-
tract, saying if no deal is signed
before the end of this month the
delay could add up to budget pro-
gram.

The Farnborough air show, or-
ganized by the Society of British
Aerospace Companies, lasts until
Sunday.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday
will see an airborne celebration
of the work of Rolls-Royce to
mark the 100th anniversary of the
meeting of Charles Rolls and
Henry Royce.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Remember other troops

I am writing in response to the article
“Convoy shows leaving Irag not a fun
ride” (July 13). It focused on 1st Armored
Division troops returning to Germany, and
their S00-mile trip from the Baghdad Inter-
national Airport to Kuwait.

Tam in the 125th Military Police Battal-
ion, which consists of five MP companies.
Every company got extended the same
time the 1st AD did. I respect the 1st AD
and everything it did while here, but it is
not the only unit that has been away from
family and friends. My unit, the 324th MP
Company out of Middletown, Ohio, has
been deployed since Feb. 6, 2003, and we
are not scheduled to end of mission until
the end of August.

The stretch of highway and rutted road
that the 1st AD troops traveled to Kuwait
is the same route that my battalion takes
on a daily basis. We run convoy security
for transportation units from Navistar to
LSA Anaconda. We pull 14-18 hour days
on the road, leaving camp at 0500 and not
arriving at our destination until sunset.
Every day we roast in our Humvees,
which have only up-armored kits, to en-
sure that transportation units get supplies
to BIAP, Anaconda and other camps
throughout Iraq. The stretch of “unim-
proved highway” we know well, but to
those who run that ruute daily it’s referred
to as the “dustbowl.”

1 am glad the 1st AD troops made it to
Kuwait safely. Just recognize the troops
who deal with improvised explosive devic-
es and “insurgents who want to kill Ameri-
cans” every day. The 324th, 1775th, 94th,
933rd and the 810th are all MP companies
that have been here just as long as the 1st
AD. I understand that there are more 1st
AD soldiers, but don’t forget the hundreds
of National Guardsmen and reservists
who are still praying to return safely to Ku-
wait after each mission — soldiers who are
praying, and hoping that someday we will
get a date to leave.

1 hope that people realize what the
guardsmen and reservists have done for
this war. We may not have signed up to do
this full time, but I know my company has
been full time for the past 17 months. So
perhaps one day we will make it on the
front page of Stars and Stripes like the
other troops have done daily.

Spe. Brittney Hamilton

Camp Udairi, Kuwait

Refresher course on elect

In “Electing a president” (July 15), the
author says the writer of “We didn’t elect
him (July 10)” is misinformed about our
electoral process. But it seems to me that
the author of “Electing a president” is the
one truly misinformed about the process.

To begin, the author argues that the
“We” in “We didn’t elect him” is referring
to not only the voters of 2000 but also to
“the Founding Fathers and past genera-
tions,” rightfully attributing them with the
Electoral College, but wrongfully attribut-

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. We reserve the
tight to edit letters for length, taste and clarity
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Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
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ing them with the election of President
Bush. The fact of the matter is that the
Electoral College was founded under the
assumption that all the votes were to be
counted, and all eligible voters be allowed
to vote. Apparently the author is unaware
of or has forgotten that scores of eligible
black voters in Florida were barred from
voting because they shared a birthday,
similar name or similar Social Security
number with convicted felons. So not only
did Bush not win the popular vote, neither
did he really win the majority of the votes
cast in Florida, giving him the state.

In addition, several recounts were
taken, most of which confirmed Gore the
winner, and it wasn’t until the Supreme
Court had the recount stopped that Florida
was eventually, incorrectly, given to Bush.

Now that I've given the author a refresh-
er course on the 2000 election, I would like
to dispute his claims about Bush’s “lega-
cies” should he be given a second term, as
well as the Reagan “legacies.” The author
claims that President Reagan “[won] the
Cold War and defeated communism.”
Allow me to offer an analogy: If there are
two partying college students having a
drinking contest, do you praise the kid that
drank himself to the hospital or the one
that said “forget this” and gets up from the
table and leaves? Imagine government
money as the alcohol and Reagan as the
kid having his stomach pumped. And, com-
munism hasn’t been defeated. China, Viet-
nam, North Korea and Cuba are all com-
munist states, and are all around today.

As far as Bush’s “legacies,” the author
says Bush will bring “a more peaceful Mid-
dle East.” Apparently the author believes
that upsetting an entire religion that en-
compasses the majority of the region is the
first step to peace. Secondly, the author
claims that Iraq will become a strong ally
to the United States. I'm wondering if the
author is basing this prediction on the ally
we made of Cuba when we ousted its lead-
er and put in a puppet government only to
have that government replaced by the one
led by Fidel Castro. Or perhaps he is link-
ing it to the CIA’s contracting of a six-man
squad to assassinate Prime Minister Abd
al-Karim Qasim of Iraq, and then backing

f, THE NEW
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the anti- Baath Party in its
quest against the Soviet Union. One of
those men was Saddam Hussein.

Jason Enderton

Heidelberg, Germany

Gay marriages

After reading the article “Amendment
banning gay marriage fails” (July 15), T
have to agree with Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist when he says, “The question is
no longer whether the constitution will be
amended. The only question is who will
amend it and how will it be amended.”

1 don't hate gay people but I do disagree
with the lifestyle. 1 realize that people
have the God-given ability to make deci-
sions on lifestyle. I also believe that the
marriage institution should be a godly one
and not one that can be redefined by the
gay community. I agree with Frist that the
Massachusetts Supreme Court’s ruling on
same-sex marriage will impact far more
than just Massachusetts. What will happen
if someone from Boston who is married to
someone of the same sex enters the mili-
tary and wants to bring his or her legal
“spouse” to an overseas location? Will they
be given base housing together? Will the
“spouse” have a dependent ID card?

The military will soon have to make a de-
cision if, as Frisk suggests, the constitution
is amended to allow for same-sex marri:
es. If you would rather not have it get to
that point, write your congressional repre-
sentative. If you truly believe in marriage
as a union between one man and one
woman, make your voice heard. The gays
and lesbians have: It is apparent by the
current state of affairs in Massachusetts.

Ken Garcia

Spangdahlem, Germany

Watch for pork

I am in the 118th Medical Battalion at
Logistical Support Area Anaconda and
work with local nationals a great deal. I've
also been on three Medical Civilian Action
programs — MEDCAPS. In talking with
others who also have this job, I've realized
that we all reward local nationals for doing
a good job by giving them various gifts, in-
cluding food and candy. My concern,
being a Muslim myself, is to educate our
troops on key words that identify a prod-
uct containing pork.

These words are: “Gelatin” (exception if
there is a letter “K” with a circle around it
on the package); the word “shortening” by
itself (if it says vegetable shortening it is
OK for them to consume); and “lard.”

Tunderstand that being deployed to Iraq
is probably the first time most troops have
been around Muslims or exposed to
Al-Islam, the religion. Troops in my unit
are surprised when I point out the differ-
ent types of food and candy that contain
pork. I think an article would educate
many and help efforts to respect the be-
liefs of the Muslims in the Middle East.

Sgt. Tanya Abdul-Karim Williams

LSA Anaconda, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

U.S. should leave Iraq from the inside out ...

WASHINGTON
ell, it’s a fine old mess they’'ve
gotten us into.

President Bush says he was
right to invade Iraq even if
none of the reasons for going turned out to
be true — and what we
need to do is “stay the
course.” Secretary of
Defense Donald Rums-
feld says, “It's quite
clear to me that we do
not have a coherent ap-
proach to this [the war
against terrorism].”

Our president says
that the country is
much safer today be-
cause of his decisions.
Our secretary of home-
land security says that
we need to be on the alert for a big al-Qaida
terror attack inside the United States any
day now.

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have
taken the lives of nearly 1,000 American
servicemembers to date. They threaten to
break utterly our Army and Marine Corps,
not to mention the misused and over-
worked Reserve and National Guard units.

Retired Navy Capt. John Byron, in the
July issue of Proceedings of the Naval Insti-
tute, writes: “The war in Iraq is wrecking
the Army and the Marine Corps. Troop ro-
tations are in shambles and the all-volun-
teer force is starting to crumble as we ex-
tend combat tours and struggle to get
enough boots on the ground.

“We have broken our social contract
with the members of the National Guard

Joseph L. Galloway

and the reserve forces, misusing them as

substitutes for active forces in an

open-ended operation in Iraq that is well

short of national emergency. These backup

forces are demoralized and headed for the
oor.”

This administration cannot admit that
mistakes have been made. Not even one
mistake. If they do the whole house of
cards might tumble.

But if you won’t admit a mistake, how do
you go about correcting it? When you find
you're in a hole, stop digging.

So here is a modest proposal to begin im-
proving our situation in Iraq: We will with-
draw our forces to desert enclaves along
the Iraqi borders with Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia and Turkey. Since the Iragis don’t
want us patrolling their streets, we won’t.
We will hand over that duty to the newly
sovereign Iraq government and its police,
militia and army.

By building our camps in the vicinity of
borders with friendly nations we will great-
ly shorten our supply lines and remove
them from Iraq’s roads. There will be no
American trucks on the highways to be
blown up, burned and looted.

We will guarantee Irag’s security from
external threat. It will be up to the Iraqis
whether they now build for themselves a
new, peaceful country.

Our military camps should have a
20-mile clear field of fire all around and
signs in eight languages warning that all
who trespass face imminent death. This
should allow us to begin reducing the
140,000 servicemembers now tied down se-
curing and policing Iraq and its cities and
towns and highways.

A division each — 15,000 troops — in
three enclaves, north, south and central,
should be enough to maintain the pres-
ence. Two Army divisions, one Marine, all
of them active duty. That will free the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves, who now make
up nearly half the force, to go home and re-
sume their normal lives.

All matters of contracting for rebuilding
and rehabilitating basic services in Iraq
would then be handled by the Iraqi govern-
ment, using their oil revenues. No Ameri-
can contract employees would remain in
Iraq, except for those working for the

American military inside the three Ameri-
can enclaves.

That would mean no Americans avail-
able for kidnapping or brutal televised exe-
cution.

There would then be two standard an-
swers for almost any question about a prob-
lem in Iraq:

M It’s not our problem.

W It’s not our business.

How’s that for a way out of the mess?
Joseph L. Galloway is the senior military correspon-
dent for Knight Ridder Newspapers and co-author
of the national best-seller “We Were Soldiers Once

... even though this Marine sees some signs of hope

BY STEVE DANYLUK

CENTRAL SOUTH AREA

OF OPERATIONS, Iraq
’m serving outside the Iraqi town of
Hilla, in the central South, with a
small detachment of U.S. Marines. A
couple of days ago we drove up to
Baghdad on the main supply route, “MSR
Tampa” — basically a six-lane highway.
Since April it’s been closed to civilian traffic
because a half-dozen bridges were blown
up along the route. Driving on it you feel as
if you're a cast member in a remake of
“Mad Max” — “Where are all the people?”

On the way we came across a semi-trail-
er that about 50 Iragis were in the process
of looting. As they saw us approach they
scattered. I told the sergeant driving me
that by the time we drove by later in the
day the semi would be nothing more than a
shell. I'd seen this often.

Four hours later we drove by and the site
was secured by the Iraqi National Guard; no
looters were in sight. Apparently the guard
was even involved in a firefight protecting
the property. Maybe the Iraqis are getting
fed up with the lawlessness and the anarchy
and are beginning to take matters into their
own hands. Still, it will take time. Some units
in the guard are good, some not so good.

Standardization is a problem across the
board, but the biggest obstacle to over-
come will be that of the traumatized
mind-set of the Iraqi people.

For 30 years Iraqis were brutalized by a
tyrant. The collective psyche of the Iragi
people is akin to that of a battered wife
whose oppressor has finally been removed
from the household. They're far better off
with the batterer gone, but they’re scared,
confused and lacking the confidence to go
it on their own just yet. It will take continu-
ous mentoring, counseling and a lot of

time. Our Marines are doing these things
with great skill and patience. The sooner
we fix it the sooner we can come home.
I've become friends with a lieutenant
colonel in the Iragi National Guard here.

AUS.
servicemember
stands guard

on a highway

in Baghdad

on July 10

as Iraqi National
Guard members
climb aboard a
transport truck.

in Europe for five years. He makes $250 a
month, doesn’t own a car, rides a bus for
two hours to get to work and lives in con-
stant fear that his family will be targeted

because he is in the guard. “Why do you do
it,” T asked him, knowing he could make
five times that amount as a translator or a
contractor here on the base. His response
was that doing nothing is not an option. If
you ask me, guys like him are the true he-
roes over here. “Is there hope for this
place?” I asked.

“No, there is no hope,” he responded sar-
donically. Again, “Why do you do it,” and
again the answer: You can't just do nothing.

Our Marines are getting so much sup-
port from back home and so many “care
packages” that I've decided to start asking
people to send those packages instead to
my Iraqi friend, packages that he can then
hand out and distribute to his troops and
their families. We have so much, and they
have so little.

Steve Danyluk is a major in the U.S. Marine Corps.
This column first appeared in The Washington Post.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Spanish
town hosts
prestigious
bullring

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

ullfighting roots run
deep in the Spanish
coastal town of El
Puerto de Santa
Maria.

One only has to look at the
famous quote spelled out in
tiles above the bullring’s
main entrance to understand
just how deep.

It reads: “He who has not
seen a bullfight in El Puerto
does not know what a day at
the bullfight is.”

That didn’t come from
some mediocre matador or
ordinary bullfighting fan.
Jose “Joselito” Gomez Orte-
ga, who is widely regarded
as the best bullfighter ever,
uttered the quote, which has
added to the city’s long and
illustrious bullfighting repu-
tation.

The bullring is still gener-
ally regarded as one of the
best spots in Spain to see a
corrida, or bullfight. For
Americans stationed seven
miles away at Naval Station
Rota, it is not far away —
only a $10-$15 cab ride from
the base gate.

Those who can stomach
the gore of the traditional
Spanish spectacle will not be
disappointed, said Navy
Petty Officer 2nd Class Tom
Benz, after seeing his first
bullfight in the bullring.

“It’s definitely a good
time,” said Benz, who was in
Rota for a port visit. “Every-
body should see it. It shows
you the old Spain. The real
Spain.”

Attending a bullfight
might not be for everyone,
especially animal lovers or
those who get queasy at the
sight of blood.

Unless the bulls show
extreme bravery and are
worthy of becoming a stud,
they are destined to die by
way of the matador’s sword.

Throughout July and
August, El Puerto’s bullring
will host weekly bullfights
with some of Spain’s best
matadors. While the bull-
fighting season runs from

PHOTOS BY SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Colombian matador Luis Bolivar entertains the crowd as an 800-pound bull passes through his red cape on
July 4 in El Puerto de Santa Maria, Spain. The bullring in El Puerto is hosting a festival of bullfights in July and

August.

Easter to October, the sum-
mer festival attracts the
most popular bullfighters.

Among the matadors
scheduled to appear in E1
Puerto will be young phen-
om Julian Lopez, known as
“E] Juli,” who will appear
Aug. 1and Aug. 8.

Most enthusiasts regard
the city’s bullring, which
was built in 1880 and holds
about 12,000 spectators, as
one of the most prestigious
in Spain.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd
Class Randy Bollin might

not have known much about
the bullring’s history, but he
enjoyed it just the same.
Earlier this mont e
watched novice bullﬁghlers,
known as novillos, delight a
small crowd. He said it was
the highlight of his port visit
to Rota during the July
Fourth weekend.

“This is the coolest thing
T've done since I joined the
Navy,” he said.

Joselito Gomez Ortega
probably would agree.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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On the QT
4__}2\ Directions

From Naval Station Rota’s
“Rota Gate,” take CA-613 to
A-491, also known as “perime-
ter road.” Follow the signs to
El Puerto de Santa Maria,
taking the first El Puerto de
Santa Maria exit. At the round-
about, make a right. At the
second roundabout, go
straight. At another round-
about, go left onto CA-603.
Keep right onto the ramp. At
the roundabout, take second
exit onto Calle de Valdes. The
bullring, Plaza de Toros, will
be on your left.

Bullfights are scheduled for
7 p.m. at El Puerto de Santa
Maria’s bullring during July
and August. However, check
with bullfighting posters
spread throughout the city for
changes.

/é\ Costs

The cost of the ticket varies
depending on the bullfight and
where you sit. Sitting in the
shade, or sombra, section is
more expensive; the sun, or
sol, section, is cheaper. Some-
thing to keep in mind: The
entire bullring usually is in the
shade toward the end of the
bullfight.

Tickets range in price from
§$5 to $70. Bullfights are rarely
sold out, but it is best to buy a
ticket in advance. You can buy
them at the bullring or Paco’s
Travel Avenida San Fernando
(+34) 956

PETER JAEGER;/Stars and Stripes

A “banderillero”
prepares to
stick a p:
barbed sticks,
or “banderil-
las,” into the
back of a bull to
weaken it
during a bull-
fight in EI Puer-
to de Santa
Maria on July 4.
Animal lovers
and those who
don't like gore
may not enjoy
the sport, in
which the bull
almost always
dies at the
matador’s
sword.

38,
51.25.80/054 81.5. -23,0r on
the Web at www.vi X
es. Parking is available at the
bullring for about $1.

] | Food

N

There isn’t a large selection
of food available from vendors
inside and outside the bullring.
There are a couple of sand-
wich stands and vendors who
sell snacks, but it might be a
good idea to bring your own
food.

( i ) Information

For more information on the
‘Web, see www.portaltaurino.
com or www.laplazareal.net
(both in Spanish).

— SCOTT SCHONAUER

3
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Disputed appraisal

LOS ANGELES —

The California Coast-
al Commission is question-
ing an appraisal that says
Hearst Ranch is worth more
than twice the $95 million
the state is being asked to
pay to preserve it.

A Hearst attorney,
however, says one of the
commission employ-
ees raising the issue
has a conflict of interest because
she spoke out against the plan as a
‘member of a conservation group.

Sarah Christie, legislative ana-
lyst for the

ROUNDUP

state’s $230 million appraisal of
the scenic ranchland was inflated
because it falsely assumed Hearst
would be allowed to build more
than 400 homes on the land if no
preservauon deal is reached. The
commission, which regulates coast-
al development, said the state’s
Coastal Act would prohibit so
‘much building.

Roger Lyon, an attorney for
Hearst, said the $230 million ap-
praisal was conservative, and that
most of the homes the company
would have the right to build
would be outside the commission’s
jurisdicﬁor:i

Heat causes power spike

KNOXVILLE — Southeast-

ern residents trying to stay
cool in the scalding summer heat
pushed demand for Tennessee Val-
ley Authority electricity to a new
high, TVA said Wednesday.

The federal utility, which serves
8.5 million consumers in seven
Southeastern states, set an all-time
record at 6 p.m. EDT on Tuesday.

With the temperature across the
valley averaging 92 degrees, de-
mand for TVA power reached
29,878 megawatts.

The previous all-time mark was
set in the winter — 29,866 mega-
watts on Jan. 24, 2003, when tem-
peratures averaged 6 degrees.

The previous summer peak was
29344 megawatts on Aug. 17,
2000.

Utility shutoff increase

PROVIDENCE — Utility

shutoffs have hit levels not
seen in seven years, with almost
11,000 customers losing their ser-
vice due to nonpayment in the first
half of 2004.

According to data compiled by
the Division of Public Utilities and
Carriers, gas and electric compa-
nies shut off service to 10,889 cus-
tomers by the end of June. That’s
the highest number since 1997,
when there were 11,933 shutoffs
by the end of June.

The figures for this year repre-
senta 27 percent increase over the
first six months of last year.

The number of households that
have had service restored also has
risen, but not at the same rate as
shutoffs. For the year, about 60 per-
cent of disconnected customers
have been restored, compared
with 62 percent last year, and 72.2
percent in 2002.

Homeless in Hawai

HONOLULU — Hawaii’s
festering and growing home-

lessness problem needs to be
solved before it begins to affect the
state’s economy, tourist industry
and land values, Gov. Linda Lingle
said Thursday.

She told the Chamber of Com-
merce of Hawaii’s annual member-
ship meeting that her administra-
tion hopes to develop a partnership
among the government, the pri-
vate sector and nonprofit organiza-
tions for a six-year plan to deal
with the homeless.

The target is to develop 17,000
lower-cost rental units statewide
over the next five years.

“We've come dangerously close
to accepting homelessness as a
problem that we just can't solve,”
she said.

Her plan includes finding land
suitable for affordable rental hous-
ing, increasing the state housing
agency’s bonding authority and in-
creasing the standard deduction
on state taxes.

Arrests in crime spree

NEW HAVEN — Police ar-

rested two young men and
implicated three others in a string
of random shootings from stolen
cars that injured five men.

Two men were arrested, and
charges were expected against
three others. All the alleged perpe-
trators have confessed, said Police
Chief Francisco Ortiz

Police said the suspects stole as
many as three cars a night to take
joyrides around the city. They
somehow got a .22-caliber semiau-
tomatic handgun, possibly left in

Jet head

A member of the Air Force One
flight crew inspects one of the jet's
engines in Tampa, Fla.

one of the stolen cars,
police said.
“At some point
# when they were driving
around, they decided to
do something foolish,”
Ortiz said. “Somebody
said, ‘Let’s go shoot some-
body. "

Drug ring broken up

[EVANSVILLE — A fed-
eral grand jury has in-
dicted 37 alleged drug dealers
from four states who are accused
of pouring cocaine, marijuana and
heroin into southern Indiana.

Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion agent Armand McClintock an-
nounced the indictments and some
arrests in the operation dubbed
“Operation Hard Rock.”

The indictments target three in-
terconnected drug rings operating
in Evansville, Princeton and west-
ern Kentucky, said Susan Brooks,
the U.S. attorney for southern Indi-
ana.

Together, the drug rings moved,
in street values, more than $30 mil-
lion in cocaine, $1 million in mari-
juana and at least $350,000 in hero-
in, Brooks said.

Pistol packin’ in public

FAIRFAX — Some people

are exercising their right to
pack heat openly, baffling Fairfax
County police.

Police recently received a 911
call from a restaurant in Reston.

Six men were seated at a table,
the caller said. They were all
armed.

Dispatchers quickly sent four of-
ficers to the restaurant. The offic-
ers were “extremely polite” and
were hoping some of the men were
in law enforcement, said Sgt. Rich-
ard Perez, a spokesman for the po-
lice department.

None was. The men told the offic-
ers “they were just exercising
their rights as citizens of the com-
monwealth,” Perez said.

Packing a pistol in public is legal
in Virginia. And three times in the
past month, residents have been
spotted out and about in the coun-
ty, with guns strapped to their
hips.

Copycat air sickness

LINTHICUM — Anill pas-

senger aboard a flight
from Houston whose distress in-
duced “sympathy nausea” in three
other passengers triggered an
emergency response when the
plane landed at Baltimore-Wash-
ington International Airport, air-
port and airline officials say.

Ambulance crews from neigh-
boring counties, BWI’s fire and res-
cue service, a hazmat team and
‘medical personnel greeted South-
west Flight 1283 when it landed at
10:26 p.m. Thursday after the pilot
notified an in-flight emergency as-
sistance service of the passengers’
illness.

Because it was initially unclear
what caused the illness, hazmat
teams examined the craft and
found no abnormalities, Ellison

said.

Matt Haffner, regional director
for Southwest, said air samples
were taken, but no contaminants
were found.

Dark skies and a large downpour did
Ralny Op enlﬂg not keep visitors away from the
grand opening of Chicago’s new $475 million Millennium Park. At left, a
child's face is projected from one of two 50-foot glass towers featuring
the faces of 1,000 Chicagoans on either side of the Crown Fountain,
designed by Spanish sculptor Jaume Plensa.

Employee Mike McCarty surveys the dam-
Was}]ed Out age to the Valley Hi Golf Course in Colorado
Springs, Colo., after it was flooded by heavy rains.

Construction continues on the interi-
or of the FleetCenter in Boston in

Dems on the way
preparation for the July 26-29 Democratic National Convention. The
arena seats 18,400, and has a full-screen, three-foot-high video display
that rings the arena with messages and other announcements, and
high-definition broadcasts to the screens within the arena.
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Great view

A hot-air balloon soars over southern Dutchess County, N.Y., at sunrise. Balloons
came to the region for the Poughkeepsie Area Chamber of Commerce Balloon Festival.

Riding past with her door open, a
girl waves at a deer on a road Satur-
day in Valley Forge National Historical Park in Valley Forge, Pa.

Scenic ride

Neea_
Standing tall
The Swiss Reinsurance Headquar-
ters in London, which stands 590
feet tall, is part of the “Tall Build-
ings” for the 21st century exhibi-
tion at MoMa Queens in New York,
which features scale models of 25
skyscrapers.

Finding the hot spot

31 near Fairbanks, Alaska.

The Mountain Village, Alaska, type Il crew walks through an area burned by
the Boundary Fire looking for hot spots along the Steese Highway at Mile

Gator used as weapon

PORT ORANGE — A man

hit his girlfriend with a
3-foot alligator and threw beer bot-
tles at her during an argument in
the couple’s mobile home, authori-
ties said.

David Havenner, 41, faces mis-
demeanor charges of battery and
possession of an alligator.

The alligator, which Havenner
had been keeping in his bathtub,
was turned over to Florida wildlife
officials.

Nancy Monico, 39, told investiga-
tors that Havenner beat her with
his fists, then grabbed the alligator
and swung it at her as she tried to
escape, sheriff's spokesman Gary
Davidson said. She said the animal
hit her at least once. She also told
authorities that Havenner threw
empty beer bottles at her, David-
son said.

Havenner's version of the elory
differed. He told i

FBI arrested Perry at his home
and seized videotapes and
CD-ROMs that allegedly show the
child sexual assaults, which in-
volve five victims under age 13.

In all, Perry, of Stoughton, was
charged with 41 felony counts — in-
cluding false imprisonment and
kidnapping.

The so-called mall rapist at-
tacked female mall workers in
Madison parking lots or as they
worked alone in their stores.

Bad gamble

ELMWOOD PARK — A

bookie sent prostitutes to
the homes of gamblers in four
states and let them collect their
winnings in sex, police said.

Police Chief Don Ingrasselino
said that Salvatore Teodoro used
prostitutes — two of them minors
— to deliver winnings to bettors in
New Jersey, New York, Connecti-
cut and

Monios bit b hand besduss she
was upset that they had run out of
alcohol.

Qal heidivad

to be

The gamblers were then given
the choice of taking their winnings
in sex or cash or a combination of
the two.

ANCHORAGE — Pacific

salmon fishermen in Alas-
ka and Washington state will soon
be getting federal subsidy checks
of up to $10,000 to make up for for-
eign-farmed fish driving down
market prices.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Farm Service Agency —
which has until now mainly provid-
ed price support for farmers — is
paying the subsidies for the first
time through the Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance program.

Anincrease in imports in farmed
salmon, pamcularly from Chile,
caused the price of an Alaska com-
mercial fishermen’s catch to drop
from a five-year average of 40
cents a pound to 26 cents a pound
in 2002, USDA officials said.

In Washington, the five-year av-
erage price was 91 cents a pound.

It fell to 59 cents in 2002.

“This is an attempt by the USDA
to provide for some market loss
due to foreign competition,” said
Jim Fitzgerald, Washington state
executive director for the Farm
Service Agency. “You can call that
a subsidy; I sort of lean toward a
market loss.”

Suspect in mall rapes

MADISON — Authorities

have charged a man they be-
lieve raped as many as two dozen
mall workers from 1999 to 2001.

James D. Perry, 34, who is being
held in the county jail, was
charged with two of the mall at-
tacks Thursday and was also
charged with more than two dozen
sexual assaults of small children,
many of which he allegedly cap-
tured on video.

He already faces sentencing in
federal court after pleading guilty
to creating child pornography.

Investigators said they connect-
ed Perry to the mall rape cases
after he allegedly tried to abduct a
girl at gunpoint from a hotel in Feb-
ruary. Prosecutors say his image
was captured on the hotel’s securi-
ty surveillance camera.

Days later in a separate child
pornography  investigation, the

“It brought up his profit margins
abit,” ino said.

Teodoro, 46, also was accused of
kidnapping and other charges for
tying up a man he correctly sus-
pected was a police informant and
threatening to shoot him and break
his legs with a baseball bat.

Car, horse collide

MERCED — A man was

killed when the car in
which he was a passenger struck a
horse, smashing the animal
through his window and causing
fatal injuries.

Barbara Eicker, 52, was driving
Roland Ramirez, 62, southbound
on a dark stretch of Highway 49
when she saw several people wav-
ing their arms along the side of the
road, the California Highway Pa-
trol reported.

Eicker saw four horses in her
lane and slowed down but was un-
able to stop. A dark-colored horse
struck the passenger-side hood
and windshield.

The horse partially entered
Ramirez’s side of the car, killing
him.

Septic tank death

TAMPA — A man who fell

into sewage after he was
overwhelmed by methane fumes
while cleaning a septic tank has
died.

Kermit Dale Lancaster was re-
covered by rescuers who labored
‘more than half an hour to pull Lan-
caster out of the tiny space filled
with sewage at an apartment build-
ing.

Lancaster, 67, was cleaning out
the septic tank’s lift station when
methane gas fumes overwhelmed
him.

As he began to feel the effects of
the fumes, he called for help, then
passed out and slipped into the sew-
age, said police spokesman Joe
Durkin.

Durkin said Lancaster had not
been wearing any protective equip-
ment to guard against the methane
fumes.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Headline News

amo;
the $84 4 million domesnc haul of the IMAX ﬁlm “Ever-

“I, Robot,” inspired by the short-story collection of
Isaac Asimov, stars Smith as a police detective in 2035
‘who suspects a robot has committed a murder.

Along with the “Men in Black” movies and “Indepen-
dence Day,” “I, Robot” joins “Wild Wild West” and last
year's “Bad Boys II” in Smith’s string of summer smashes.

“He’s Mr. July,” said Paul Dergarabedian, president of
box-office tracker Exhibitor Relations. “He’s the perfect
summer action star. He’s a guy who seems like somebody
fun to hang out with, but you know the guy can kick some
butt when he has to.”

Read Stripes online at

WWW:Stripes-.com

Your Stripes. Your Story. Get it Daily.
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Train song

Members of Train, from left, are bassist Charlie Colin, drummer Scott Underwood, guitarist Jimmy Stafford and leader singer Pat Monahan. Recently Colin has left the band.

California-based band hopes to snare more chart time with new tune in ‘Spider-Man 2’

BY KENT KIMES
Knight Ridder/Tribune

wo summers ago, Nickelback’s Chad Kroeger and

Saliva’s Josey Scott crawled up the charts with

the anthemlike single “Hero” from the blockbust-

er silver screen adaptation of Marvel Comics’
“Spider-Man.”

California-based rock band Train is hoping to spin the
same type of superhero magic.

Train contributed the new song “Ordinary” to the “Spi-
der-Man 2” flick, and the tune has been chosen as the first
single from the accompanying soundtrack.

“(Frontman) Pat [Monahan] was invited to watch an ad-
vance screening of the movie to gear his mind toward the
lyrics,” said Train guitarist Jimmy Stafford.

“Ordinary” is inspired directly by the masked
wall-crawler, but don’t expect snippets of the itschy “Spi-
derman/Spiderman/Does whatever a spider can” theme
from the web-head’s 1960s animated series to be incorpo-
rated.

here are some web-slinging allusions in the lyrics,
Stafford said, as Monahan tried to capture the emotional
conflict of young Peter Parker, who struggles to balance
his normal life with the awesome responsibility of being a

&k /The song is] about a kid

who is too young to be put

in his position. He wishes
he was ordinary. 9y

Jimmy Stafford
Train guitarist

superhero.

“It’s about a kid who is too young to be put in his posi-
tion,” Stafford said. “He wishes he was ordinary.”

Since breaking out of the San Francisco coffeehouse
scene, Train has steadily built up steam with a string of hit
singles, including “Meet Virginia,” the Grammy-winning
“Drops of Jupiter” and “Calling All Angels,” which has
spent 48 weeks on Billboard’s Hot Adult Contemporary
chart.

“ ‘Angels’ wasn't a hit on the magnitude of ‘Jupiter,’ but
they’ve become a reliable hot [Adult Contemporary] pres-
ence, and between those two songs and ‘Meet Virginia,
they’ve proved that they have more than one song in them.
This might be a heretical comparison for South Carolina,

but I think of them as this decade’s Hootie (and the Blow-
fish),” said Sean Ross, vice president of music program-
ming for Edison Media Research.

“They’ve also managed to string together three albums,
which is an achievement these days. And, unlike Hootie,
they haven’t been so much of a radio presence that there’s
been a backlash against them.”

Stafford said he has stopped paying attention to chart po-
sitions and album sales, instead focusing his energy on
live performances, Train’s real strength, he said.

The band is recording a live album set for an autumn re-
lease, Stafford said. “It seems like we've been known as a
live band, and we've built our reputation on touring,” he
said.

Along the road to success, a couple of Train members,
original guitarist Rob Hotchkiss and most recently bassist
Charlie Colin, disembarked.

In their places are keyboard player Brendan Bush and
former Black Crowes bassist Johnny Colt, both of whom
will be extended official membership soon, Stafford said.

“Pat, (drummer) Scott [Underwood] and myself have a
lot invested in this band,” Stafford said. “But we’ll have
something resolved by the end of summer.”

Knight of the World Wide Web

The father of the World Wide Web was knighted by
Queen Elizabeth II and said his revolutionary invention
was the result of being in the right place at the right time.

“I suppose it's amazing when you think how many
things people get involved in that don’t work. It's very

heartening that this one actually did,”
said Tim Berners-Lee, who was ac-
companied to the Buckingham Palace
in London investiture by his wife and
two children on Friday.

While working at CERN, the Euro-
pean Particle Physics Laboratory
near Geneva in the late 1980s, Bern-
ers-Lee developed the architecture of
the Internet — the Web system of
servers and browsers — which he dis-
tributed free of charge.

British-born Berners-Lee, who is
now based at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology in Boston, said members of the royal
family were no technophobes.

“I think the family are pretty knowledgeable about it,”
he said. “I've met the Duke [of Edinburgh] before and he
was well aware of the history of IT.”

Berners-Lee

Slain singer’s album to be released

Elliott Smith’s final album, “from a basement on the
hill,” will be released Oct. 19, a year after his death, his es-
tate has announced.

He died in his Los Angeles apartment on Oct. 21 at age
34 of knife wounds. Though it was widely speculated that
he’d killed himself, tests were inconclusive in determining
whether it was suicide or murder.

The album was assembled and mixed by longtime
friends Rob Schnapf and Joanna Bolme. Schnapf pro-
duced Smith’s last three albums, the most recent of which
was 2000’s “Figure 8.”

Pulled together from three years of studio work, the
album is largely comprised of material never before re-
leased. It features 15 tracks and will be released by inde-
pendent label Anti-Records.

Smith’s death only added to the dark, na-

Haskins in the movie “Glory Road.”

“He’s not going to do it,” Ken Sun-
shine, a spokesman for Affleck, said
Wednesday. “We’re not going to get
into any details. ... It will be a good
project for somebody.”

Haskins’ 1966 team was the first
ever to win a national title with five
black starters.

“We're looking for other actors,”
said Claire Cooper, the movie’s unit
publicist. “We still plan to start pro-
duction in August.”

Haskins, who coached 38 years at
the school now known as the Universi-
ty of Texas at El Paso, said last week he'd heard Affleck
had yet to sign his deal.

“Trm di i

Affleck

ture of his songs. Long a critical favorite, his “Miss Mis-
ery,” from 1997’s “Good Will Hunting,” was nominated for
an Academy Award.

Affleck turns down film roll of coach

Ben Affleck has ended negotiations with Walt Disney
Pictures to play Texas Western basketball coach Don

but I know they’ll find the right per-
son,” Haskins said.

‘Trade journals reported Wednesday that Disney is con-
sidering Josh Lucas, who has appeared in Ang Lee’s
“Hulk,” “Sweet Home Alabama” and “A Beautiful Mind.”
Cooper said she couldn’t confirm that Lucas is under con-
sideration.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Horoscope

The Virgo moon could inspire a
spat or two as the Cancer sun has
us bristling with sensitivity. The
problem is, we think we
know what's best for others,
and we probably do, but
nobody wants to hear it.
Make the most of this transit
by focusing on your own
improvements. Try not to let
the details get in the way of
creating a beautiful big
picture.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 20). Community and
social power are featured
for you this year! The next
three weeks bring change
— cut ties, and meet plenty of new
people. Career opportunities help
you excel financially, but you must
move quickly. In September, you're
lucky on many levels. The more you
give, the more you get. Look for
romance with a sweet Sagittarius or
popular Libra.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
See if you can ban a scarcity mental-
ity, if not forever, at least for today.
There is plenty to go around —
plenty of love, money, fuffillment and
everything you need to survive.

Do only activities that reinforce
this idea.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Stir up trouble of the most mischie-
vous and immature kind — it's
enjoyable to act like a kid! Getting
down to business is near impossible
now. Don't force yourself, as it's
pointless. The mind has many ways
of working things out

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
paradox: Being a lttle selfish will
allow you to give more. By making
your own happiness a higher priori-
ty, you handle problems. Work on
physical self is never a waste, so
allow yourself time for the gym.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The theme is illusion vs. reality. You
realize to what extent you are manip-
ulating the way others see you —
you show what you'd like them to
see. Though you're keeping some
things private, you'd be surprised
what others sense.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Stories
have purpose. If you can move
people emotionally, you can get
them to do almost anything. But
don't try to influence through reason.

Joyce lillson

No matter how logical a decision, if it
doesn't feel right, it won't happen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
‘Work picks up, and slow progress
toward a goal continues. You must
follow through on a million details in
order to set up the meetings, dates
and powwows you need
to push your whole team
to the next level.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Shake off
any heaviness you feel.
The more carefree you
can be, the better. Try
being your own best
friend.

You are capable of
this! It means taking your
concerns seriously and
actively seeking ways to
make your own life easi-
er.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Don't be seduced into believing that
going somewhere new will give you
aclean start. The real truth is that
you don't have to go anywhere!
Desire is all you need to get that
new project or relationship off the
ground.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're an excellent team
builder — you're the one who finds
a common ground that everyone
can agree upon.

However, make sure your cause
is truly going to benefit everyone
involved. If it's practical, you'll find
support.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your nurturing spirit comes
forward, not to smother loved ones
but to urge them toward the edge of
the nest and even give a push if
necessary. You're teaching loved
ones to fly.

Home offers creative opportuni-
ties.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Take the extra time to go over your
day in advance. Being prepared wil
help you relax. Though you are
certainly a thinking, conscious indi-
vidual, you're prone to emotional
impulses today.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
From the minute you open your
eyes in the moming until you close
them for sleep at night, everything in
between is a chance for you either
to build or diminish your character.
Make choices you will be proud of
later.

Creators Syndicate
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across Down 26 Angry dogs,
1 Untamed tyke 1 German car maybe
5 Society 2 38-Across port 27 Pindaric works
newcomer 3 Fuss 28 Vote off the
8 Last writes 4 Morsel island
12 Calf-length 5 Color crudely 29 Seurat minutiae
13 Stout relative 6 Pole employee 31 River in a 1957
14 Desire 7 Sullied movie
15 Judy of CNN 8 Criminal 34 Several of them
17 New Mexico art 9 Highland hillside are gross
colony 10 “Young 5 Fool
18 Go up and Frankenstein” 37 “ATeam” actor
down role 38 Cauldron
19 Edmonton team 11 Mrs. Dick Tracy concoction
21 Bear 16 Director 39 Bush ally Karl
24 Salad ingredient Howard 40 Showed
25 Dryer collection 20 Cartoonist's unoriginality
26 1983 Streep supply 1Wan
film 21 Forceful hit 44 Motorists’ org
30 Calendar abbr. 22 Puerto — 45 La-la preceder
31 Anatomical 23 Golden Rule 46 Pay with plastic
hinges word 47 Rotation
32 Pair 24 Layers duration
33 Newman's
longtime mate Answer to Previous Puzzle

35 Egg container

36 Galley supply

37 Uses an
atomizer

38 Big camival site

41 Cartoons

42 Hitchcock
movie

43 Callahan
portrayer

48 Square

49 “Go team!”

50 Davenport's
place

51 Says “| do”

52 See 53-Across

53 With 52-Across,
aphorism intro

CRYPTOQUIP

KYQDM BGBLMA

EYWABQT TIDW EY A GBM

KQUPB, Y TRBAA EB’ A

RAYPI MEB TQYB.I BALUKB.
Yesterday’s  Cryptoqui THE NUCLEAR
REACTOR IS OVFRHFATIN(: I GUESS SOMEONE
MUST HAVE A CORE TO SETTLE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals S
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Stalking is a serious problem

Dear Abby: My family is
dealing with a concern similar to
“Trapped in Louisville.” My
teenage son is dating a lovely girl
who attends a neighboring high
school. She is being harassed by
a boy who attends her school,
rides her bus and lives in her
nelghborhood T'll call

him “Willy.

Willy has refused to
honor repeated requests
by the young lady to
leave her alone. He
makes unwanted advanc-
es toward her at school,
follows her home and
trespasses on her proper-

The young lady’s moth-
eris not around during
the daytime, due to her
career. Her father is
away defending our
country. If my son becomes
involved, I'm afraid there could
be violence. I don’t know what to

There are no witnesses willing
to get involved. How do we get
solid proof so Willy will not
cause her harm? Who can we tell
so that this will stop? We don’t

Dear

want to make this problem worse
than it already is. Willy has
reatened retribution if he gets
into trouble over this.
— Deeply Concerned in
Lawrenceville, Ga.
Dear Concerned: It is time for
the young lady’s mother to pick
up the phone and in-
form the police that her
daughter is being
stalked and threatened.
Read on:

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: 1 read
the letter from
“Trapped in Louisville”
with mounting alarm
and a horrible sense of
deja vu.

T am a university
professor in a small
coastal town. Our uni-
versity is still in shock from the
kidnapping, beating, rape and
murder of a sophomore student
in her dormitory. The student
who admitted to the crime had
been pestering the girl for dates,
despite repeated rebuffs.

During the police investiga-

tion, the girl’s father said, “There
was a boy who was stalking her,
but we thought that had gone by
the wayside.”
disagree with your advice that
“Trapped” should speak up to her
stalker or have her parents call
his. They should go straight to
law enforcement NOW.
— Concerned Educator,
University of North Carolina

Dear Concerned: I stand cor-
rected. My deepest sympathy
goes to the family of that unfortu-
nate woman.

There are laws against stalk-
ing in all 50 states and Washing-
ton, D.C. There are also laws
against stalking at the federal
level. Stalking is abusive, anti-
social, sick behavior. It is not a
compliment to the victim, and it
is not benign. Stalkers are ad-
dicts, and the substance to which
they are addicted is their prey.
That is why stalkers should be
considered dangerous and the
police should be notified when
stalking occurs.

J THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

@Mm by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
The 8001900 ros: have been DISCONTINUED

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,

to form four ordinary words.
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VASUE

CRAFTO
ONENON

LAMDAY

WHY SHE SPLURGED
ON THE SHOES,

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

000

by the above cartoon.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
eaders can write

Universal Press Syndicate

Prepare autistic child for rudeness

Dear Annie: we
have a 4-year-old autistic
son, although there is
nothing about his physi-
cal appearance to indi-
cate he suffers from a
developmental disability.

Our son is unable to
speak and has social
problems, including
occasional yelling, hitting
us if he hears another
child cry, and throwing
himself on the floor if he
doesn’t want to go where we
need to take him.

The problem is that perfect
strangers feel comfortable say-
ing things like, “What a horrible
little boy!” or, “Why don’t you
spank him?” “Make him be
quiet!” and “What lousy parent-
ing skills.” One woman got right
in my son’s face and yelled,

“Bad, bad boy!”

‘We are doing the best we can,
and through special-ed preschool
and private therapy sessions, my
son has made huge improve-
ments.

We have tried explaining to
these people that our son is autis-

Annie’s Mailbox

tic, but we are annoyed
that they are so quick
to judge us. We fear
our son is in for a life-
time of ridicule. How
should we handle this?
— Frustrated Parents
in Illinois
Dear Frustrated: It's
unfortunate you cannot
stop complete strang-
ers from being rude.
And you do not owe
then an explanation
for your son’s behavior,
although it must be tempting to
shame them with the truth.
Instead, concentrate on your
son’s response, because he is the
one who must learn to deal with
such unkind remarks. He will
need your unconditional love
and support to strengthen his
self-worth, and tactics for ignor-
ing unwarranted insults. You can
find suggestions and help by
contacting the Autism Society of
America (www.autism-soci-
ety.org), 7910 Woodmont Ave.,
Suite 300, Bethesda, MD 20814.

Dear Annie: My friend and T

have been having an argument,
and we’d like your opinion. If a
man offers to buy a woman a
drink at a bar and the woman
accepts, is she sending him a
message that she is interested in
him? I believe that the woman
should not accept a drink unless
she wants to chat, because other-
wise, she is taking advantage of
him. My girlfriend, however, will
accept a drink from any man
who offers, thank him and
promptly walk away. I think this
is wrong. What do you think?

— Party Girl in Ft. Wayne, Ind.

Dear Party Girl: We think your
friend is going to get into trouble
one of these days. Accepting a
man’s offer for a drink most
definitely gives the impression
that you'd like to get to know him
better. Your friend should not
accept drinks from men she has
no interest in. It is unfair, deceit-
ful and potentially dangerous.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie's Mailbor, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Lo
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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astitintet R angorl
LCall Christine 06202-270625l

Transportation

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH
Specalizd Shiping tofrom the US & Canada
‘Autos, Household Gundx, Personal Belnngmgx

Contact yo e
m«c@.mergloba shipping.
e incerglobalshipping de

Tel (0421) 340650 _Fax (0421)340 6565

Scheduled fo PCS? mawimose susnysros

i Sotodys

Financial Services 904

‘Worldwide Loan Services for active
U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germary 0800yesingn Raly/Belgum 00800yesioans
USA 18TTemnizsa 07 0 fo v yESImRLEDM
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advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

..o it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS 1

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES T0 PLACE AN AD
4 hour e- service (Phone Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
E-mail~ clasad Tt 6str1pes.0sd.miL
Fa 06155-601-376
Phone: C1V 06155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-9447/8328/8212
Belgium: 0800-7802

Toll Free In Europe: Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 Spain: 900-958304
+ 0800-0858828
Customer Ser r DSN

5. 8437
ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN The s suvm DIRECTORY,
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT (i 82

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property

for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply for

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stipes Classified

* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa,
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. Tf an ad is not received by the designated dealine,
it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-i
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON ™
WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PN FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY i1 4 lines/4 days @ $20  [14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY j Business Name:
 Your Name: 3 hone #:
PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES  Addr
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § i Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). § Category #: Run Date(s):
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § Ads

’§é’nd cnd Poyieit o:
B e oy

ElroB S in Aavertitng
Unit 29480, APO AE

International Add
European Stars &
RITE Clhsaifiad Advareis

es
$ Department
9211 Postfach 1330, 64345 Eiedheim

oS To FIace Concel o ke any CRamGe o S 305 our DUSTHESs Gays pror o Trst d0Te o pUbTcaton: 105 T TespormToey oF e SAverier To Contact Foropean STas T Svpes CTasoied om The Trot Gote o pubicaton 1o camect erors TT e a0 s 3 (pograpmeal evor, That 00es mor

afect the integral value of the ad, ie.e. misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case): CAPS, bold, falcized incorretly: t il be corected, but

o makegoor will be gven. Incorrect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or mode listed incorretly willresult in a makegood for one

aditional day. Stars & Sripes reserves the rght to edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. Al cassified advertisements are non-refundable.

Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Motorcycles 164 | Pets 820 | Apartment Unfurn 856 _ | Restaurants 872 | Travel 1000
. Germany 142
Save Time-Save Mnney-Mee( New Friends| onda Shaow ACE 02,2 ;:u;«;:a:skers e pos i ot - ,Emmwaumm,g, VACATION IN GARMISCH
enceves cavo sronr |55 2 s il | s o S Con v g e 3| ST GO TSR | e e
500+ re Screened erchants Sipang o APOIFPOs | | ST, 952 2 st i, oot | XS SIS 00 ,;f;gﬁ;swummeg;mnevsm oo | dnge o coup, rent meuﬁ has Geiciua iematona oot | GGeu PP DBL Scp e i
www.oconus.com _[EEaE )i | i Shvd o | habtasnt oo | o A
016 271 t -

Local Reviews | Free Ciassiied Ads | Overseas Information
Merchant Rating System | Monthly Photo Contest
Member Forums | 1000+ Links | Zip Code Database

Sport Utiity Vehicle 172

Hyuandai SUV ‘01, 4w, I int
7 Seals, cd, v & ver, abag, 25
turbo diesel, asking S15k, +39

09721-945627

Nissan Micra ‘01, 80ps, econ,
80 atoac i player, Gl

S tags, make serious
Sher 065-15688240

Sisas77500 or 6357760
Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale oreL i S8BT 0165TIS
adet Convertatle 93 -
- German! 5 sp, e Vit tireg | Joep Grand Cherokee 01, 49k
1CS ANONVIOUS Bt 51800 ko pieaso ot fam, 471 V0, Tl loadsq, vaSv
oo an- oot B So00) 2004, 4K Q0TE 824890 anime Spec, s21k, O171-6350877

Buidog, brindle and whit, 3yrs
old, $1600 very gente. house
broken, call 09662415934

Studio_apartmont, 2br, 15 ba

House Unfurnished 878 _ | Video 1020

big Iving/dining m, BIK, stor
age, Irg’ balcony, 'laundry in
Jack Russel pups. 10wks & 8| 39° 19
o6 bl Sy | S ey sooce
i \bmkz‘ iready | 25880 e T4 B o Houseforront near Bensheim, & 350+ original US

0162.9535732 o 483.3144 DVD's cost Bour ea,
email jambamson @t-oniine.de
Tt or call 09721-40632

BieheRsouro

‘Chow-Chow Pups red & black,
vespes “shois ox_ wikce,
ayments. a must see, Cal

ot monih Tl ca BF
S ot BepsTisae

Homes/Apts

5K mi,
eopd, US mACIAWT

B iy S, Pt Ol
5O vbir seat

Porsche 844 Turba ‘85, 270 p,
bk looks and runs _greal,
660

Jogp WrangerSport 0f i 8
$7500, call06985-637¢

FIND 10005 of shops itiop, manual, approx

forRent-US 866 Jobs Offered 630

Language Classes 912

‘Shipping 1o APOPO - T Bk cai “cns ,
i ABOFROShipping.com | BMW 5201 '99, euro spec. NAV. | porshce 944 Turbo 86, Ger | aos05 150604 Apartment Unfurm _856 Want 1o eam Avavic? Nave | HETCSL person good reeren.
iy 8.1 st 17 g i | spc 5, 270 uns o Rloating lo WAAMC, WAIR | A Spcaker 1o ol | CcohuciaPloings 5 yariwent
" uly loader fom, Gl b rumer v Ly 1 br_sparent, anat o usurisy b 3 ba | cHanco earm wbic boginet | Hf e i
Automotive 140 _ | $1ce v oo 5561153 | 565 s rer oo | vl Tacome Pruner 6| L1 STty ST oS T WD, ooma by | 1 AT, 00T Wi v o
BIW 7351 ‘92, Black, 26 | Toyom p— acton it Bwh cr-S13000 506 | and ASTAA rec. g terace | fenced n yard, 5 min al 5| o6z21-o7z9827 iy neer for 1 yoar
Used cars from §700 0 53000, | o gonscons, o gew nop. | 10118, AV, axd, german | GBS0 S GBi s | F00ear vui Shila | WRAMG commissary & Nenny need ASAP for 1 y
Spedln rearames S8 | ity fead conty e TSP | pics ', 53K . ab;pover e 550y o ook Cloo. Parc 5 o e g o el
Vindows, ~ Steerng. logking Glose access o 495, ava rom Sar.3pm. Preter biin:
VW M5 95, 120k fam. G | $14.000 obo 06332 800884 West_see age 2 or b | 5 or soonsr, Sosonimort, | T1avel 1000 | Gi"Speaker. Engian & Ger-
Autos for Sal Spec, 840 o, 341 ox cond | vorvo xceo 0o, o su, | TTUCKS 174 | Datiomalcony,  car port,” AFN | please email i intereste man. Frir experionced p '.
tos for Sale $650 gbo, For mofe o and aute, cable and Sat TV, 800 +uti, call | ravelingeurope1 @yahoo.com | GARMISHI American.owned va- | 'ed. Please call Nikia Dyson at
erman ow.mumregisty. | Sor000; Sblk Hthr, NAY, sl Shiela 06181-15593 cation apariment abr. 2b, pry | (Home) 0611453509
i bmamregitry. | i, or engine, caion aparment Sor. 26, i | (Worky 0611-705-5160. Provide
SR = i Wmm‘ St (2 ame, Sap Erie wibew fenced yard, kids pele ok <al | Boferences
0% off BMW 161 00, Orent | J0T2172 | ame7@mac.com B e rw—— 360
Sl e, il eaded, BN alcy | CHEVY CORVETTE Coupe 59 comers $7000, 0170-1706408  |computers 360
S/50R, B wni os, 95 | bue. removable fop. G0x mi
o moar, $19550 s, | mas oo oo s v | BUSESVANGIRVS 160 | e Jobs Offered 630
Flictbara area,  cal | darp, Misi ‘soo S26805. in |
o bl e TN I
AUDI TT QU, AWNQ COUPE Chrysler PT Cvmss 08, Tour | sliding door, rear ac‘ vw o H :
A SO0 GO | e 7 i, v e S e | R Praject Coordinator
590, i v seali‘ 18y, | om0 i Uoa Lowls et 1858
enon 2000 i 85,500 o

Gl 06221'5899965 o | MERCEDES OWNERS -please Phorie;0700 2832 2155

lease | GMC Hi-Top Conv Van ‘84, CD,
call me bafore you sall,junk 1 of

ows sisic VR, a0 ps o cap o
Gor | e 1 away. Kink. 055631564 | sofrbes; 110 . 56300 o
PN ol S0, Gl | mwdaniccars do 2803576 or b Ss0B700
e e
7500, 11137 rdad"* | Fora Yoo o100 beck o0 | Pontac Tersor Y 94 Vo

b bik, ox
ey oxras. cd, NAV.
59500 obo. 0160-638808445

Honda 52000 00, Eur spec, ox
cont ow m,dir haint, remova:
5 hard b, Wextd whls &

ac, auio, m spec.
S0 . Bkl 55k o, i
09472511781 or dsn 466-4470

Motorcycles 164

BMwW.
guners dit main ponsmoker

a 01 Coupe M3 look. 2 | cong

‘orig, perfect shm cont
st a5ty 435174

BMW 3251 Touring 02, US spec,

PCS Sale 780

Spon g 19k m se ow | snows g™ S51 300 ca
$3i0bs? o ™a65.0304 | D160t )

06234172642 alter 1800 | ercedes 500SL Sport 97, US | G k1 00RKT Hayabusa Ol & ish antique furiture, lawn
BMW 735i 91 auto, mn interior SDBE B”Kh‘k 2 5P, smppmg o mower, treadmill, weights, must
2500 eu, BMW 3 nes ‘sa e ded, S tres) ee 'in Hanau area
200eu, “ 5 “s‘ E 06048-952008 or 0175-2632522

5885 871380 Visek

S

80753 264t

Fl‘-’l[: Faher eorn

for life

militarysalesv@fmc-wuerzburg.de

Tel: (0931) 784 3247 Wuerzburg
(09721) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amccarsales.com

BOOHighTech.com

conrdinatar for lacal affice in (i, Candidates
degree with w bckground in

| 100%,

fnancel

|
ALL MILITARY APPROVED!

Pentium 4 Laptops & Computers
NO MONEY DOWN
Int'l Toll Free 1- SBS 864-5504

a

Please forward resumes o B

N —
o vi fax (313] 904-4909,

. STERLING MEDICAL
[
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Jobs Offered 630

Make Stripes Your Home Page.

www.stripes.com

EPS Global Services is currently
looking for a full-time administrative
assistant. Must be a US. ID card
holder. Email your resume to
Cheryl.cornelius@epscorp.com, fax to
0621-41166, or phone 0621-418900.

STRIPES.

Jobs Offered 630 | Jobs Offered 630 | Jobs Offered 630 | Jobs Offered 630
I [ I I
(NTE 13 MONTE aphic Artist Immediate Openings
hdpadyis] JOINTHE JOINTHE
STARSKSTRIES STARSKSTRPES STARSKSTRIPES

TEAM TODAY! TEAM TODAYI TEAM TODAY!

NAFSSaLT

i OFFSET PRINT
i Dt il Filed WORKER
510.29 per hour

ability 1o leam

buiy s
Bplat el Requires  demonst
mechanical and technical operations. Manual
and mechanical trades expericnce. Must be able
to 1ift 50 pounds. Will be exposed to noise and
required to wear protective clothing\equipment.

LABORER
$8.51 per hour

Ability to 1ift, push, pull and carry objects of
varying weights. Ability to read, write and
follow oral and written instructions. Must be
able 10 1ift 50 pounds. Will be exposed to noise
and  required  te  wear  protective
clothing\equipment

Aren of Cumdoraion
Al Cnidorstion: W Al
o o €OV IR

Dot trfinety

Quiiicsatteuivemests: Expencase 134 Giapale An
iy <x weskty prn

Positions flex and hours will vary
Guaranie sast 20 hours per week, Please
provide nces with your application. Please
indicate the date you will be available for work.

Emuapesume
Sewd g

Fan R
08821 S

Talersn  Eurupean Stars & Sivipes,
et 4319, G

e Koo

InPeran Furopen Sters & Seripe, Gcimsbeim Ko
FlaaTemirase Gieh, 4319, Grieshelm Gormusy

rLovER

STARS AN STRIPES 1S 4% EQUAL GPPORTLSITY FAap STARS avD 5T ERORTUNITY F3IFL
STAIS AND STRIPES 15 AN EQUAL DFFORTUNITY ENFLOVER REASONABLY ACCOMOBA TINS AR i REASONAR ROVIDED TO 57k A SR
REASONABLE ACCOMORATIINS ARE PROVIDER 111 ANTAWIEH DR APPLICANTS WITH DISSABILITIES s

1L A1 Cilan: 081 -3 018155 0137
[t DN 1SN

0110
[Nt

| |
Read Stripes online at

Www-Stripes-com
STARSlnx[STR|PES Your Stripes. Your Story. Get it Daily!
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SCOREBOARD

AFN schedule

(Alltimes Central European.
AEN-Atantic; PAC: AFN Pacmc/Korea, WA
; cut: two-hour or

inut ings e latest aval-
DTG Trom AFRTS and Subject i change with
out notice.

Television
- Boston at Seattle 4 am.Tues-

an R o White Sox, a(Texzs
Tesgay (dld), SPT, St: Lous at Chicago, &
pm Tuesday(d\m fat Florida at N Mels,
Ines T; San Diego at Colo-

3 am. Wedn! svr I.os ingeles at
Housmn,noonwndncsdag( d), SPT: Cincin-
nati at Chicago p.m. Wednesday,
July 2L, ieim a Texas, 1 am. Thurs’
day, Sp . “Louis, 2 am.

ilwauke
SRlirstiy, AENA: San Dicgo - San Feam:
. Thursday,
Tuesday N.ghmgm;, Peter Man-
fredojr 210, 10 KOS) v 1G1-
K08 57 vacant NABO. Jmor. middle:
VG e Wenescia:
, Cyeling — 2004 Tour de France: SNoge 15,9
inesday, (dld) SPT; Stage 16,9 am.
ThMurs.day (did) S
o

man GP for motorcy-
cles, 9 am. Tuesday (did), Sf

utdionrs 2N eat Outdoor Games
noon Sfuesday (did), SPT; 2 a.m. Wednesday,

[CrE
Australia at USA. women, 11
am s i 3T

Ra

(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.
Some might not air in all ar

1seball — Pmlaﬂe\ph;‘a‘ ag Atlanta, 1:30

amTdeaday, ChcAGoW at Texas, 2
3. Wedneaday: Tampa Bay at Minnesota,
e, Thursday:

AFN-Europe hed at

can act
329-4443 or German cwman (+19) 0) 601 i3
88443, AFNCAtlantc's Web s
Jick on “television” or -racho”

for\atestschedule "AFN'S parent organiza-

FRTSat March Reservo AZ, Galf, cai
be reachad at DSN (312) 346 1319 or comimer:
gal, 09 23t it site
www.m)

Mercedes-Benz Cup

Sunday
At The Los Angeles Tennis Center
Los Angeles

Purse: $355,000 (Int, Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Champior
iy Haas, o may. 008 Nicolas Kief-
or oAy, 6 (e

cpDoubles

Bob and Mike Er\/ ( ) United States, def.
Wayne Arthurs and Paul Hanley (2), Austra-
lia, 6-3,7-6 ().

Bank of the West Classic
By The Associated Press.
Sunday
AtThe laube ‘el"l Center
nfo
3585,000 (Tier 1)
Surface' Hard-( o-mir y
in Ie!

Lindsay Davenart T nited States, def.
\S/EV\US \(Mylhams (l), United States, 7-6 (4),

Doubles.
champions!
Eleni paniiidoy. Grbece; aRd Nicole pratt
@) Australl, det. weta Behesova, Crech Re-
and Claudine Schaul, Luxembourg,

Track and field

u.s. Olymp qna ers

Cemust reach Ofympic standard to be
placed on leam)

_ 1, Maurice Greene. 2, Justin Gatiin.
Shawr\ Crawford.
 Shawn Crawford. 2, Justin Galtin.
3, Bernard Wilme,
400 — 1, Jeremy Wariner. 2, Otis Harris. 3,
Derrick Brevs
Jonathan Johnson. 2, Khadevis
. Derrick Peterson.
AI Webb. 2, x:

harlie Gruber.

y

— 1, Daniel Lincoln. 2,

Ao Rl hem 3, Robert Gar

eficzighi. 2, Abdi Abdirah-
man. 3, Dame\ Browne.

20kwall 1, Tm Seaman. 2, Johin Nunn. 3,

Curt lausen. 2 Phili dunn.
N ulpepoer. . Mieb K
o SR Browre,
1, Terrence Trammell. 2,
Duane Ross. 3, Aller Johnson.
mes Carter. 2, Angelo

Taylor. 3, Ber\meB zell.
—1 legm Phillips. 2, x-Tony
AlmOnd. 3 Jonn Mofftt
i

e jump — 1, Melvin Lister. 2, Walter
3 Kenta el ell.
ig — 1. Jamie Nieto. 2, Matt Hem-
mgway '3 Tora Harrls
Pole vault — 1, Timothy Mack. 2, Toby
Stevensun 3, Derek Miles.
‘Shot put —'1, Adam Nelson. 2, Reese Hoffa.

John Go
Discus — 1 Jarred Rome. 2, lan Waltz. 3,
Casey Malon
welin — 1, Breaux Greer. 2, x-Brian
cnapmax eigh Smith,

Hamm mes Parker. 2, xAG.
Kruger " Travis Nt

Cathion — 1 Bryan Ciay. 2, Tom Pappas.
3,50 Yerek.

Women
100 — 1, LaTasha Colander. 2, Torri Ed-
wards 3, Lauryn Wiliams

‘Allyson Felix. 2, Muna Lee. 3, Torri
Eduards/
400 1 Monique Hennagan. 2 Sanya Rich-
ard

[y Jearl ies Glark. 2, Nicole Tete.
3, Hazel Clar}

e Tolfson. 2, xJeifer
roomey 3,5y R

Shayne Culpepper. 2, Marla Run-
vark 3 Shalang Franagan

16,000 - 1, Deena Kastor. 2, Elva Dryer. 3,
Kate O'Neill.”
walk— 1, x-Teresa Vail. 2, Joanne Dow.

3, 3CBobDI Chapman.
rathon 1, Colieen De Reick. 2, Deena
Kagtor. 3. Jen Ri
hurdles — 1. Gail Devers. 2, Joanna,
Hayes: S Meltssa Moriaon.
400 hurdles — 1, Sheena Johnsun 2, Bren-
daTayIi)r 3, Lashinda,
3,

o Jons. 2 Grace Up-
nney.
1, Tiombe: Hurd 2,x-Shakee-
 vaniot K
rf.mm 2 isha Waller 2, Chaunte
Hoard S Amy Acuft
ole vatlt — 1, Stacy Dragila. 2, Jillian
Schwarlz 3, Kellie Suttle.
, Kristin Heaston. 2, Laura Ger-
raugnty. 3, x-Jilian Camarena.

Discus -~ 1, Aretha Hill. 2, Stephanie
Brown. 3, Sewlaa Sua,
fin =1, Kim Kreiner. 2, x-Sarah Mal-

Kim Kr
one. 3, x-Denise O'Connel
Hammer — 1, Erin Gilreath. 2, Anna Mahon.
3. x-Amber Campbell
Heptath 1, Shelia Burrell. 2, Tiffany
Lotehogan S, wichells Ferry:

British Open champions

Steve Allan, $43,500 -1 Angela Jerman, $3,131 73-71-75-219 +3
Wayne Levi, $28,163 275 -1 Kris Tschetter, $2,677 72-75-73-220 +4
John Ro\lms $28, 163 -65-72- 275 -1 shley Winn, $2,677 T1-75-74—-220 +4
raig Stadler, $28, 1 -69-71-68—275 -1 73-72-75-220 +4
Es(e anTo\eﬂo 2t ‘163 -66-70-68—275 -1 n, $2,677 72-73-75-220 +4
275 -1 P. Baner Jo nson 51424 70-77-74-221 +5
275 -1 Becky Iverson, $2,4: T1-75-75-221 +5
-67-67-70—275 -1 \sabeHe Be\s\e e\ 52 424 70-73-78-221 +5
-68-69-71—275 -1 Kim Williams,_ 2-15—222 +6
276 -1 1I'Mi Chun ,52,12 12-75-75-222 +6
-69-67—276 -1 Laurie Rinker, $2,2: 12-75-15—222 +6
-71-70-67—276 -1 Dale Eggeling, $2.: 2 +6
276 -1 n Bartholomew, $2,222 72-72-78—222 +6
-65-72-71-276 -12  Kelly Lagedrost, $2,070  71-76-76—223 +7
3-68-71—276 -1 Ange Rizzo, $2,020 73-74-77-224 +8
277 -1 Jenna Daniels, $1,994 74-73-80—227 +11
-66-69—277 '} Jung Yeon Lee 72-15—-WD
-1
o 8l Pro basketball
7 WNBA
- N W L Pct GB
Indiana 12 9 5711 —
irlotte 10 9 526 1
-71-] Connecticut 11 11 .500 1
711 Detroit 10 11 476 2
-71-¢ lew York 10 1 416 2
-12-] Washington 11 450 2%
'WESTERN CONVERENCE
WL P GB
- Los Angeles 14 7 -
Seattle’ 13 7 .650 Y2
Minnesota 12 9 571 2
-74-1 Sacramento 10 11 476 4
-70-¢ 10 12 455 4%
Phoenix 8 12 400 5%
San Antonio 6 15 286 8

rday's games
Houston 72, Comme it o8
Seattle 85, Washington 83, OT
Sacramento 75, Los Angeles 70
james.

Detroit 77, San Antonio 71

w York 75, Charlotte 58
Minnesota 63, Phoenix 60

andt
Mike Sullivan, $5,520
Giant Eagle Classic

Sunday
At Squaw Creek Country Club
Vienna,

1986
1985
Moira Dunn, $150,000 -69-65-204
}“‘_§5V0£:(§5g°'°5 oung:A Yahg $92.224 677168208
1982 — Tom Watson [Py e el it
1381 — Bill Rogers. am;:ae\leEsﬂl‘\ISélESﬁ o7 11209
1979 = sev eBaI\eslerus e i obon
- Cartwright, 526,761 7067211
1978 — Jack Micklau: L9 :er—;ﬁacg;ko‘sgzs‘ml 10-69-211
ina Fischer, $21. 72
1975—Johnnmeer Somma Andtens Siass Garsto il
atalie Gulbis
lB?J—GalyP\ayer AT Ster Y
1973 — Tom Welskopf ammie Green, $15,761
my Hung, $15.761 17071
. Johnston-Forbes, $15,761 71-72-71—
jen Hanna, S15,761
milee Klein, $15,761
te Golden, $10.456 776821
. Eathorné, 510,45 6971215
ard Lunn, 310, -71-71-215
Walker-Cooper, $10456 72.72-71—215
rit] Albers, S10.436 7372215
aflyn Lovander Sioase 60772218
accapane: $10.456 74-68-73-215
1865 = kelRisgle '°°‘§J°.{“V‘ ","‘55 AT
- my Fru 7173
x-won in playoff Daly-Donofrio, $10.456  71-71-73-215
B.C. Open R, R
.C. allagher-Sri 7370~
8 arri W 17471-216
s athn Marstal s7.328 717471216
e0l-An Jeon, $7,328 4-70-12-216
-70-73-216
76-74-216
2
26820 -72-71-217
7172217
3% 18 7372217
50708 A Meoi: Ssad6 7173217
27018 Mikaela Parmig, $5.496  73-71-73-217
270 18 . 55, 7274217
207 R sasnis Shom 1271218
1oIr Michele Vineratos, 36000 757471218
17 nemann, $4,000 75-71-72-218
72 16 eese, 54,000 -712.72-218
—272 16 Nancy Scranton, $4000 7472-72-218
obert Gamez, svsnun ciesTian 1 n‘n—cr(s)gsghsl,ﬂﬂo d12-218
- aley, $4 7472
B e 773 13 Kin: $4000 T8
og-rgyToucsssszsn o 18 &hrlsl:hr:‘se‘ns $1000 127a2ls
john - arc 7072
Bill Haas, $43,500 27414 Jenny P: L3131 7572-72-219
Jay Williamson, $43,500 et Aumemks,sz 3T 17672-219
Joey Sindelar, $43,500 Erd $3,131 727473219

1
1

.

o Washington 71
Monday's game:
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Australa; Thor Hishovd, Norw
aly 6 - Stage 3, Waterloo, Belgium t
France 13045 Uean Patrick
n)
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Major League Soccer

1 Dhe\mer. United States, Ra-

Easlemconference
LT Pti GF GA
MetroStars 6 5 32
0.C. United seean
Columbus 5552 16
icago IR
New England 4 8 517 20 26
Wester Conference
WL'T pts oF Ga
Los Angeles 9 55 32 33 26
Kansas City 94431 %14
Colorado 557 2 1417
allas 56 20 17 22
San ) 13

jose, 56520 26 24
{oNOTE: Three points for victory, one point
or i

irday’s games
njose . Colorado e

£55 Angeles at Kansas City
New England at San Jose

Weekend international scores

Sunday
Copa America
uarterfinals
At Tacna, Peru
paraguay 1, Ul

Pi
Brazil 4, Mexico 0

Indonesia 2, Qatar s
Grou

o e
Saudi Arabi 5 Torneh N, tie
Uzbekistan 1, Ira

nals
aEhciayo, Poru
Argentina 1, Peruo

Colombia 2, Costa

At Bel
China 2, Bahrain 2, tie

Weekend transactions

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES._Activated 38 Melvin
L Optioned INF Jose
Leon to Ottawa of the -
E SOX—Optioned OF Joe
sorchard to Charlotte of el
ROVALS—Activated OF
Aaron Guiel from She 16-day B and 45
signed him o Wichita of the Texas Lea
INNESOTA  TWINS—Signed icky

ATHLETICS —Acquired  LHP
ancisco for cash

red McGri
Joey Gathright and called up INF Jorge Cantu
from Durham of the IL. Optioned INF Damian
Rolls o burham,

CINCINNAT! REDS—Purchaseﬂ the
tract of OF Jason o from Loursvile of
thell. Desvgnated (P Josus Sanchez for as-

IGELES DODGERS—Activated LHP
QA Peres fom e 15 Gay B Paced Kb
Edwin Jackson on the 15-day 0L

L EXPOS Traded OF Carl Ever-
att'o e Chicago White sox for RHP Jon
Rauch ‘an BHE-Galy NajEwsks Optioncd
Raueh and Malewak! to Famonton of the

Appalachian League
DANVILLE BRAVES—Released RHP Jefirey
on
Atlantic League
LONG ISLAND DUCKS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jamie Brewington.

Ny ciry THUNDERSOLTS —signed RHP
Matt Hing

National Basketbal Association
NEW ORLEANS HORNETS - Agroed to terms
with € Chis Andersen on a two-year con-

American Basketball Association
NASHVILLE RHYTHM~—Signed G Desmond
cambridge.
Women's National Basketball Associatio
PHOENIY. MERCURY—Signed. G e Cross
for the remainder of the season. Placed F
Adrian Williams on the injure

tional Football Leagy
PITTS! ERS Agreed to terms
with CB Richard Colclough

ANKLIN—Announced the resignation of
Wike Jewett, women's basketbal coach, to

women’s "assistant basketball
Coachat &t Cloud State:
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Devers, Webb cap final day
of U.S. track and field trials

Edwards’ doping case could alter team makeup

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The
US. track and field team is al-
most set for the Athens Olympics.

The Olympic trials concluded
Sunday with triumphs by the
sport’s young stars — Allyson
Felix in the women’s 200 meters
and Alan Webb in the 1,500.

And victories by some old pros
— Stacy Dragila in the pole vault
and Gail Devers in the 100 hur-
dles.

The 37-year-old Devers, who
prefers the term “seasoned” to de-
scribe her age, is set to become
the third U.S. track and field ath-
lete — joining Carl Lewis and Wil-
lye White — to compete in five
Olympics.

Still to be determined are the
final rosters for the women’s 100
and 200 because Torri Edwards
is fighting a doping offense.

Edwards finished third in the
200 to earn her second spot for
Athens. She won the 100 on the
meet’s opening weekend.

In between, she acknowledged
she tested positive at a meet in
Martinique for a banned stimu-
lant. She said she ingested glu-
cose that, unbeknownst to her, in-
cluded the stimulant as an addi-
tive.

Her voice cracked with emo-
tion as she spoke following Sun-
day’s race.

“It’s been a tough last week for
me dealing with all this” she

said. “I am innocent and I am
going to go and fight my case.”
‘An arbitration panel hearing on
her case is scheduled Monday in
Orange County. That decision
could take a week or more, then
either Edwards or the Internation-
al Association of Athletics Federa-
tions could take the case to an in-
ternational ~ arbitration  panel,
where the finding would be bind-

Mean hile, Devers waits to
find out whether she will move
onto the team in the 100, where
she finished fourth in the trials.

She could compete in both
events, or drop out of the 100 to
concentrate on the hurdles. She is
a two-time Olympic gold medalist
in the 100, but has never medaled
in the hurdles, even though it’s
her best event.

“There’s no decision to be
made at this point. I'm going to go
home and pray on it,” she said. “If
a decision is to be made, I'm
going to let God make that deci-
sion for me.”

If Devers ends up making the
100 field, then withdraws, Marion
Jones would be in the 100 in Ath-
ens to defend her gold medal,
even though she was fifth in the
final in Sacramento. LaShaunte
Moore, the fourth-place finisher
in the 200, would take Edwards’
place in that event.

Felix, at 18 the youngest mem-
ber of the U.S. team, ran the sec-
ond-fastest 200 in the world this
year at 22.18 seconds. She was

among a group of young athletes
who made the U.S. team, bringing
fresh faces to the bedraggled
sport’s biggest stage.

“It’s just great to have so many
young people on this Olympic
team,” she said. “I'm in great com-
pany. There’s so many of us, and
we're all excited, passionate and
we're just ready to go.”

Among those youngsters head-
ed to Greece is the 21-year-old
Webb, who broke Jim Ryun’s
36-year-old high school mile
record three years ago, then
faded from sight. He spent one un-
happy year at Michigan, then
turned professional and was a
miserable 10th in the U.S. champi-
onships last year.

This year, he emerged as a
world-class runner, beating a
strong field in Ostrava, Czech Re-
public, then breaking Ryun’s
37-year-old mark with the fastest
mile on U.S. soil by an American.

On Sunday, Webb burst from
the field with a 55-second third
lap, a move that stunned his com-
petitors. Thanks to a slow early
pace, Webb’s time was only
3:36.13.

“I knew that once I made my
move, that would be it, and it
would be over,” Webb said. “With
about 300 to go, I knew I'd broken
them.”

Dragila won the pole vault at 15
feet, 7 inches, then took three un-
successful shots at a record 16-V2.

“I was feeling that good and I
wanted to see if T had it in my bag

30 SACRAMENTO A

AP

Two-time Olympic 100-meter champion Gail Devers, 37, won the 100
hurdles on Sunday at the U.S. Olympic trials.

of goods today,” Dragila said.
“But then the wind started shift-
ing. I thought I could do it with
the smaller pole. I gave it a good
shot.”

She will go to Athens to defend
her gold medal against young Rus-
sian stars Svetlana Feofanova and
Yelena Isinbaybeva.

“m not done yet” Dragila
said.

Edwards was the only athlete
facing drug allegations to make
the Olympic team.

Three of the “BALCO Four” —
Tim Montgomery, Alvin Harri-
son and Chryste Gaines — failed
to qualify for the team. The
fourth, Michelle Collins, with-
drew from the meet, citing a ham-
string injury. The four have not

tested positive but are accused
based on evidence gathered in
the criminal probe of the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-Operative.

Alvin Harrison’s twin brother
Calvin, who tested positive for a
stimulant, also failed to make the
team. Distance runner Regina Ja-
cobs tested positive for a steroid
and was banned from the sport
for two years, one day after an-
nouncing her retirement from the
sport.

There were reports this week
that Mickey Grimes and Larry
Wade also had tested positive for
steroids. Grimes was seventh in
the 200 final on Sunday. Wade,
the world’s third-fastest
110-meter hurdler this year, with-
drew from the trials with an arm
injury.

Twentysomethings earn spots on U.S. women’s gymastics squad

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

NEW WAVERLY, Texas —
There’s a simple way to describe
most 26-year-old female gymnas-
tics stars: retired.

Mohini Bhardwaj and Annia
Hatch are on a different career
path, though.

These 20-somethings broke the
mold and proved a lot of people
wrong Sunday, each capping off
unlikely comebacks to win spots
on the American Olympic gym-
nastics team.

“All these girls have been work-
ing for this for four years. I've
been working for it for 12,” Bhard-
waj said, her tears of joy just start-
ing to dry after her Olympic quest
was realized.

Bhardwaj, who turns 26 in Sep-
tember, is going to her first Olym-
pics, almost eight years after near-
ly giving up the dream.

Hatch, 26, also is going for the
first time, even after a five-year
retirement.

Both are happy they gave it an-
other

“T lhmk it's just a love of the
sport,” Hatch said. “I enjoy it. T
have fun. To keep going and im:
prove yourself every day, that's
what makes it fun.”

AP

Annia Hatch, 26, will compete in

her first Olympics after earning a
spot on the U.S. gymnastics team
on Sunday.

Joining them on the team are
Courtney McCool, Terin Hum-
phrey and co-national champions
Carly Patterson and Courtney Ku-
pets. Kupets conceded she’d never
even met Bhardwaj until the Olym-
pic trials last month.

“I've always known who she

was, though,” Kupets said of
Bhardwaj, whose training is fund-
ed by former “Baywatch” star
Pamela Anderson.

Selected as alternates were
Tasha Schwikert, the only hold-
over from the 2000 Olympic team;
Chellsie Memmel, a double gold
medalist in last summer’s world
championships; and Allyse Ishino.
Left off the team completely was
Hollie Vise, also a double gold med-
alist in the world championships.

Schwikert (Achilles’), Memmel
(foot) and Vise (back) were
slowed by injuries this summer.

“It’s just a sign of how much tal-
ent we have,” national team coor-
dinator Martha Karolyi said.
“You have to be in shape when
the time comes.”

After the team was announced,
USA Gymnastics selected Kelli
Hill, who coaches Kupets, as
head coach of the team. She was a
coach in 2000, when the United
States finished fourth.

The Sunday

There was so much tension,
that even the competition at Ath-
ens’ Olympic Indoor Hall might
not rival it.

The sweltering gym was
packed with about 300 recreation-

gymnasts and their coaches, all
lucky enough to have enrolled in
Bela Karolyi’s camp this week.
The gym was so crowded, scores
of fans had to be turned away.
Some stayed anyway, pressing
their faces agams& the glass door
in hopes of catching a glimpse of
the team that will be favored to
win gold in Athens.

“The girls who made it proved
they can perform under any con-
ditions,” Martha Karolyi said.

When the competition ended,
Martha Karolyi, the other two
members of the selection commit-
tee and USA Gymnastics Presi-
dent Bob Colarossi_huddled to
make their choices. Karolyi said
it took only 10 minutes to decide
the team, but they had to wait an-
other two hours because the an-

capped a grueling process.

After already going through the
national ~ championships ~ and
Olympic trials, 13 gymnasts came
to one final two-day competition
atthe Karolyi ranch in the middle
of Sam Houston State Forest.

was live on televi-
sion.

When Bhardwaj heard her
name, she started crying. The
11-time All-American at UCLA
had to duck her head as she
walked to exchange hugs with
her teammates.

“It’s been a long, rolling, stress-
ful ride,” Bhardwaj said. “I'm
glad it's over. I don't think it's real-
Iy hit me yet.”

Then it was Hatch’s turn. A wide
grin spread across her face as she
looked toward her husband and
coach, Alan, and she, too, cried as
she hugged her teammates.

Hatch won seven national titles
in her native Cuba as well as a
bronze medal on vault in the 1996
world championships. She quali-
fied for the Atlanta Olympics that
year, but Cuba didn't have
enough money to send her.

She retired soon after and
moved to Connecticut to marry
Alan, who she met at the 1996
world championships. She didn’t
think about competing again until
Alan told her in 2001 that an old
teammate was back in the gym
after having a baby. The next day,
Hatch was in the gym, with
dreams of representing her adopt-
ed country in the Olympics.

She had another setback last
summer, when she blew out her
knee the day before the world
championships began. But she’d
come too far to stop.

Did she ever consider giving
up? “No,” she said. “I love gym-
nastics too much.”
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It’s aces high for A’

The Associated Press

Mark Mulder and Curt Schilling just
keep winning. They don’t think that’s any-
thing special, though. After all, that’s what
aces are supposed to do.

Mulder pitched three-hit ball into the
ninth inning Sunday to become the first
13-game winner in the majors, leading the
Oakland Athletics to a 5-3 victory over the
visiting Chicago White Sox.

The left-hander won his 11th consecu-
tive decision, outpitching Esteban Loaiza
ina matchup of All-Stars. Mulder (13-2)
struck out eight, walked two and hasn’t lost
in 14 starts since April 28.

“It just seems everything is going right
for me,” he said.

Schilling won his fourth straight deci-
sion, allowing one run and three hits in
eight innings of Boston’s 6-2 victory in Ana-
heim. He and Pedro Martinez are a com-
bined 14-1 since May 19, and the Red Sox
are 27-11 when Schilling or Martinez start.
The rest of the time, Boston is 23-29.

“That's not pressure, that's expectation.
You get that through production,” Schill-
ing said. “People wouldn’t be expecting me
to win if I hadn’t done it before. That’s part
of the pride I take in doing my job. I expect
that we should win on the days I pitch. And
if we don't then I've done something tre-
mendously wrong.”

David Ortiz homered and drove in four
runs as Boston gained a split of the
four-game series. Schilling (12-4) struck
out seven, walked none and retired 17 of
the last 19 hitters.

Pitching on nine days’ rest after sitting
out the All-Star Game because of a sore
right ankle, the six-time All-Star improved

to 9-1 with a 2.04 ERA
this season when pitch-
ing with more than four
days off between starts.

“I was probably a little
more sluggish starting
off the game than I expected to be, but
being sluggish is no reason not to be able to
pitch,” Schilling said.

Ortiz hit a go-ahead, three-run homer
and an RBI single, increasing his
league-leading RBIs total to 83. Gabe Ka-
pler also homered off John Lackey (7-9).

In Oakland, Bobby Crosby gave the Ath-
letics a 4-3 lead with a two-run homer off
Loaiza (8-5) that glanced off the glove of
center fielder Aaron Rowand in the sixth
inning.

Jermaine Dye had two RBI doubles and
Octavio Dotel got two outs for his fifth save
with the A’s.

Jose Valentin and Aaron Rowand hom-
ered off Mulder before he settled down.

Tigers 4, Yankees 2: The host Tigers
surpassed their 2003 victory total with 2/
months left in the season, beating New
York behind the pitching of Nate Robert-
son (9-4) and the hitting of Carlos Pena.

Detroit, which split lhe four-game series
against the im-

AL

Roundup

s, Red Sox | &8

Baltimore Orioles (55-51
54-107 season).

Pena was 3-for-3, including a solo homer
off Jon Lieber (7-6). Ruben Sierra hit a
two-run shot for the Yankees.

Devil Rays 7, Orioles 2: Mark Hendrick-
son pitched a four-hitter for his second ca-
reer complete game and Carl Crawford hit
a two-run triple in a five-run sixth inning.

Hendrickson (7-7) struck out six and
walked one in host Tampa Bay’s first com-
plete game since Victor Zambrano beat
Oakland 11-2 on Sept. 7, 2003. Hendrick-
son, a former NBA player, retired the first
12 batters before Javy Lopez opened the
fifth with a ground-ruie double to right.

Mariners 7, Indians 5: Randy Winn hit a
tiebreaking, two-run double with two outs
in the eighth inning. Victor Martinez tied it
5-5 in the top of the eighth with his first ca-
reer pinch-hit homer.

ost Seattle’s Bucky Jacobsen homered
and drove in two runs a day after hitting
his first career homer. Lou Merloni hom-
ered and drove in four runs for Cleveland.

Royals 4, Twins 3 (10): Dee Brown won
it with a single off Aaron Fultz after Grant
Balfour (3-1) walked the bases loaded in
the 10th. The host Royals took three of four
from which remained a

following a

proved to 44-47. Last yedr, the Tigers set
an AL record for losses by going 43-119.
The Tigers won the season series from
New York 4-3.

The Tigers easily set a record for fewest
games needed to surpass their victory total
of the the previous year, according to the
Elias Sports Bureau. The previous mark of
106 was set by the 1962 Philadelphia Phil-
lies (48-58 after going 47-107) and the 1989

Pentagon

CHANNEL

half-game behind first-place Chicago in
the AL Central. Lew Ford homered for the
Twins, who have lost six of seven.
Rangers 7, Blue Jays 5: Mark Teixei-
ra’s grand slam off Vinnie Chulk (0-1)
keyed a six-run eighth inning and the Rang-
ers handed visiting Toronto its sixth
straight loss. Doug Brocail (1-1) earned his
first victory since July 23, 2000, for De-
troit. Francisco Cordero got his 28th save.

AP

Texas' Mark Teixeira exults after hitting an
eighth-inning grand slam against Toronto.

HOMEPORTING 2004

Friday, July 23
Watch the Pentagon Channel for hourly reports and
live coverage of the day's events from San Diego.

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76)

pentagonchannel.mil
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urging
raves

ie Phils
or first

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Atlanta
Braves are back in contention for
a 13th straight division title, tied
with Philadelphia for the NL East
lead heading into a two-game se-
ries with the Phillies.

The Braves
L completed their

sixth straight se-
ries victory Sun-
day,
Montreal  16-5
behind Eli Mar-
rero’s first-inning grand slam.

“We took two of three from
them in Philadelphia, and now
we've got them here,” Chipper
Jones said. “I like our chances.”

Jones finished a double short of
the cycle and had four RBIs, in-
creasing his batting average nine
points to .226.

“I dug myself a pretty big
hole,” he said. “I've struggled
with my swing. But it's not how
you start, it’s how you finish. T
feel I can go out and help this
team win the division, and that’s
the most important thing.”

J.D. Drew extended his ca-
reer-best hitting streak to 15
games with two singles. John Th-
omson (7-7) allowed three runs
and eight hits in five innings to
win for the first time in three
starts.

Scott Downs (1-4) allowed nine
runs in two-plus innings for Mont-
real, which traded Carl Everett to
the Chicago White Sox for minor
league pllchers Jon Rauch and
Gary Majewski.

Mets 6, Phillies 1: Al Leiter
(6-3) allowed four hits in six shut-
out innings, striking out a sea-
son-high seven to win for the fifth
time in six starts to help the host
Mets gain a four-game split.

Roundup

AP

Houston’s Craig Biggio homers to
help Phil Garner get his first
victory as manager of the Astros.

AP

San Francisco’s Ray Durham jumps over Colorado haserunner Preston
Wilson while completing a double play to end the fifth inning on Sunday.

Mike Cameron and Vance Wil-
son hit consecutive homers in the
fifth off Brett Myers (5-7).
Braden Looper got four outs for
his 19th save, and the Mets
(46-45) moved back over .500,
two games off the lead.

Astros 5, Padres 3: Roger Cle-
mens won his first game since
June 24, stopping the host Astros’
four-game losing streak and giv-
ing Phil Garner his first victory
as manager.

Clemens (11-3), rocked for six
runs Tuesday night in the All-Star
Game in Houston, got his 321st
victory, moving three behind
Nolan Ryan and Don Sutton, who
share 12th place on the career
list. Clemens allowed two runs
and four hits in seven innings.

Brad Lidge got his eighth save
and Carlos Beltran, Jeff Kent and
Craig Biggio hit solo homers off
Brian Lawrence (10-7).

Cardinals 10, Reds 4: Mike
Matheny drove in three runs and
Jeff Suppan (9-5) won his third
straight start, allowing four runs
and seven hits in six-plus innings.
The visiting Cardinals won for
the 11th time in 13 games.

Jose Acevedo (4-8) gave up six
runs, seven hits and three walks
in 2!/s innings, his shortest outing
of the season other than in a game
shortened by a rain delay.

Brewers 4, Cubs 2: Chris
Capuano (4-5) allowed one run
and four hits in six innings, and
Scott Podsednik had three hits.

Kerry Wood gave up one run in
six innings, but visiting Milwau-
kee went ahead 3-1 in the seventh
on Chris Magruder’s run-scoring
grounder off Francis Beltran
(2-2) and Podsednik’s RBI double
off Kent Mercker.

Danny Kolb pitched a perfect
ninth for his 28th save.

Dodgers 10, D-Backs 3: Cesar
Izturis drove in a career-best four
runs, Adrian Beltre hit his 23rd
homer to match his high and visit-
ing Los Angeles completed a
four-game sweep.

The Dodgers, who built an 8-2
lead by scoring four runs each in
the second and fourth innings,
have won six straight games and
15 of 18.

Jayson Werth had a ca-
reer-high four hits to back Jose
Lima (9-3), who won his third
straight start by giving up three
runs in eight innings.

Elmer Dessens (1-6), winless
since April 25, allowed eight runs
— five earned — and 10 hits in
3%/3 innings.

Rockies 10, Giants 9: Jeromy
Burnitz and Preston Wilson hom-
ered off Matt Herges (4-4) and
Aaron Miles capped a four-run
ninth with an RBI single as the
host Rockies won for the 10th
time in 14 games.

San Francisco went ahead 9 6
after Deivi Cruz hit a

Court bars release
of Bryant transcripts

The Associated Press

DENVER — The Colorado Su-
preme Court ruled Monday the
news media have no right to pub-
lish mistakenly released details
from a closed-door hearing in the
Kobe Bryant sexual assault case,
narrowly backing the trial judge
in a First Amendment clash.

The court fight centers on tran-

scripts from a

two-day hear-

ing last month

Sports that were acci-
. dentally

briefs [paswrdl by a

court reporter

to seven news

organizations, including The Asso-
ciated Press.

The judge quickly issued an
order threatening a contempt cita-
tion against any news organiza-
tion that released details from the
hearing, which focused on at-
tempts by Bryant’s attorneys to
have his accuser’s sex life and
money she received from a vic-
tims’ compensation program i
troduced as evidence. Those deci-
sions are pendin;

None of the details have been
printed or broadcast, but attor-
neys for the media groups ap-
pealed the order from District
Judge Terry Ruckriegle.

In a 4-3 ruling, the high court
acknowledged the order amounts
to prior restraint of a free press,
which is barred by the Constitu-
tion. The court, however, said
such a step was permissible given
the context of the Bryant case.

Bryant, 25, is accused of raping
aworker at a Vail-area resort last
summer. He has pleaded not
guilty to felony sexual assault.

Divac likely to rejoin Lakers

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montene-
gro — Vlade Divac said Monday
he probably will be leaving the
Sacramento Kings and going
back to the Los Angeles Lakers,
his former club.

The 36-year-old Serb center,
‘who is a free agent after spendlng
six seasons with the Kings, said
that Sacramento was not willing
to give him more than $2.5 million
per season to stay with the club.

“As it seems now, I'm definite-

ly leaving Sacramento,” Divac
said. “It was a great six years in
Sacramento.”

He said that probably, “the Lak-
ers will be my [next] club.”

“Pm sad that I'm leaving, but
the Kings did not show any inter-
est to keep me,” Divac said. “T
was willing to play for less
money, but not as less as the
Kings had offered me.”

Divac joined the Lakers in
1989, spending seven seasons in
Los Angeles. After two seasons
with the then-Charlotte Hornets,
Divac joined the Kings in 1998.

Davenport edges V. Williams

STANFORD, Calif. — Lindsay
Davenport held off Venus Will-
iams 7-6 (4), 5-7, 7-6 (4) Sunday
to win her third Bank of the West
Classic title.

Davenport snapped a  six-
match losing streak to Williams
in the longtime rivals’ 23rd meet-
ing — and quite possibly the best.
After countless thrilling points in
a tense, well-played match
stretching nearly three hours,
Davenport thrust her arms into
the air in relief when Williams’
final backhand went wide.

Davenport, the second seed,
has won three of her finals meet-
ings with Williams at the Stan-
ford tournament, including previ-
ous victories in 1998 and 1999. It
was Davenport’s 41st WTA sin-
gles title and her third this year.

Williams, the top seed, fell just a
few key points short of her third
title of the season.

Everett traded to White Sox

ATLANTA — Carl Everett re-
joined the Chicago White Sox on
Sunday when the switch-hitting
outfielder was traded from the
Montreal Expos for minor league
pitchers Jon Rauch and Gary Ma-
Jjewski.

With slugger Frank Thomas on
the disabled list and right fielder
Magglio Ordonez slowed by a
sore knee, the White Sox were
looking for a versatile player with
some pop.

The 33-year-old Everett played
the final 73 games of last season
for Chicago before signing a $7.5
million, two-year contract with
Montreal in December.
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homer to lead off the eighth and
Michael Tucker and Barry Bonds
hit solo shots in the ninth.

Tim Harikkala (4-1) won it de-
spite allowing two runs and two
hits in one inning.

Pirates 4, Marlins 2: Pinch-hit-
ter Bobby Hill had a go-ahead
homer off Billy Koch (0-2) lead-
ing off the eighth and the Pirates
won their 10th straight at home.

Salomon Torres (6-3) won de-
spite allowing Mike Lowell’s
tying homer in the seventh and
Jose Mesa pitched the ninth for
his 25th save in 26 chances.

Florida has lost 10 of 14, drop-
ping the defending World Series
champions below .500 at 45-46.
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Hamilton: The pride of Oawka, I11.

HAMILTON, FROM BACK PAGE

Earlier, as he walked off the 16th hole
with a two-stroke lead in the final round,
his wife, Jacque, talked about how this tour-
nament felt like the Honda Classic, won in
March by an unknown golfer named Todd
Hamilton. It felt serene. It was the strang-
est thing, because most of the time, Hamil-
ton is a bundle of nerves on the course.

“We've felt this way for the past three
days, a sense of calm,” she said. “I told him
last night, ‘You have nothing to lose. Every-
body else does.” ”

Then she said, “But it’s not over until the
fat lady sings.”

The fat lady was warming up for a play-
off. In the last three holes of regulation, Els
went birdie-birdie-par, leaving each golfer
at 10-under 274. It was at this point that
most everyone with working brain cells
thought Els would run away with the tour-
nament. But most everyone didn’t know
Todd Hamilton, winner of five tournaments
around the globe since January 2003.

“P've won golf tournaments worldwide,
but nothing that had a stage like this,” he
admitted afterward. “If you can win a golf
tournament, [even if it’s] a club champion-
ship, you can focus on that and transfer it
to your next match.”

Saying your next “match” is the British
Open is like saying your next “karaoke
night” is at Madison Square Garden. Els
might have blinked first, bogeying the
third hole of the playoff, but Hamilton
doubters still had to outnumber Hamilton
believers by about 200 to 1. That was an im-
provement on the betting line of 250-1 on
Hamilton to start the Open.

So it would come to this: Els had a birdie
putt on the final playoff hole, the 18th, and
Hamilton was about 30 yards short of the
green.

Todd Hamilton
plays from the
rough on the
18th hole Sun-
day in the final
round of the
British Open.
Hamilton bo-
geyed the hole
and was forced
into a playoff
with Ernie Els.
After spending
the past decade
toiling in golf's
most far-flung
outposts, the
38-year-old PGA
rookie beat the
world’s No.2
golfer to win the
tournament.

The most famous man from Oquawka,
111, took out a hybrid club he sometimes
uses instead of a 3-wood off the tee and
chipped the ball to within 2 feet. If he had
been any more relaxed, he would have
been in the lotus position.

Els missed his putt.

Doubt gave way to suspended belief and
finally, grudgingly, to belief.

Even Hamilton referred to the whole
chain of events as “this bit of magic.” He
had struggled to get to this point. He had
thought of quitting in 1991 after struggling
on the Asian tour, though after some
soul-searching he came to the conclusion

he wasn’t qualified to do anything else but
play golf.

He had taught himself the game on a
nine-hole course in Biggsville, Ii. He loved
golf, loved it enough as a kid to once play
seven rounds on that course in one day. He
won two Illinois high school state champi-
onships.

This is a man who had eaten water buffa-
loin India. That had to count for something
Sunday.

“It seems like a fairy tale,” Hamilton
said, “and to me it really is.”

Sometimes truth is better than fiction.

Rick Morrissey is a sports columnist for the Chica-
o Tribune.

LPGA’s Dunn
breaks through

The Associated Press

'VIENNA, Ohio — With a clap of thun-
der, Moira Dunn won her first LPGA
tournament on her 245th try.

Dunn, putting out moments after light-
ning flashed in the background, birdied
the 16th and 17th
holes to win the
Giant Eagle LPGA
Classic on Sunday.

“It’s been a long
time,” she said, fight-
ing back tears. “I al-
ways believed it would come. That’s
what got me here.”

It was Dunn’s first victory in a decade
on tour. The Utica, N.Y., native twice fin-
ished second in 2001.

She collected $150,000 for the victory,
shooting a final-round 65 to finish at
12-under 204 — two strokes ahead of
Young-A Yang — at muddy Squaw
Creek Country Club.

The final round was suspended for 2
hours, 40 minutes because of lightning
and rain.

Bryd makes late run in B.C. Open

ENDICOTT, N.Y. — Jonathan Byrd
rolled in a 10-foot birdie putt on the 15th
hole to break an eight-way tie for the
lead and added another birdie on the
next hole to win the rain-delayed B.C.
Open by one stroke over Ted Purdy.

Purdy missed a chance to force a play-
off when his 3-foot putt for birdie slid
past the hole on No. 18.

Byrd finished at 20-under 268 for his
second PGA victory and took home the
winner’s share of $540,000.
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Armstrong’s path
to sixth title clear

Texan appears to have dismissed
his challengers in Tour de France

NIMES, France — Stage 14
was a day for the Tour de France
to catch its breath, to rest its
weary legs and to ponder what
lies ahead.

Mountains lie ahead, mostly.
And this is why Europe’s atten-
dant wrinkled media, the “cycle-
rati,” are yawning and muttering
and  saying
that Lance

Gil LeBreton

clinched his
sixth Tour
title.

Still prema-
ture, of
course. Arm-
strong says he
has had night-
mares  about
some kid’s “musette,” a small yel-
low souvenir bag, catching in’his
handlebars.

“And we all know what can hap-
pen then,” Armstrong warned, re-
membering his abrupt tumble
last year ascending the Col du
Tourmalet.

“Oui,” but as the champ also
knows, it's not as if his road to
Paris is lined with speed bumps.

Sunday’s stage, therefore,
couldn’t have come at a better
time for Team Postal. The long
(119 miles), mostly flat course
from Carcassonne to Nimes was
like a ride to the beach, which it al-
most was, given the Mediterra-
nean’s balmy proximity.

The stage’s winner? Hmm. Let
me see. It's in the notes here
somewhere.

Ah, it was Aitor Gonzalez, who
proved that not every Spanish

rider was content to be back in
the peloton, riding in 12th place.

But here’s all you need to know
about the way the race leaders
treated the day: The top 10 finish-
ers all had times within 43 sec-
onds of one another, and the next
107 riders more or less finished
in a tie for 11th place.

You could have hidden an ele-
phant in the peloton, which most-
ly finished a handy, official 14
minutes and 12 seconds behind.

“We went around [28.5 mph]
for the first two hours,” yellow jer-

earer Thomas Voeckler
nuled “and U.S. Postal wasn'’t let-
ting anyone leave the peloton.”

The three race leaders thus re-
main the same. France’s Voeck-
ler has a 22-second lead on Arm-
strong, followed by Italy’s Ivan
Basso, 1:39 behind.

And, as Voeckler’s comment
verified, is there any question
who's in command of this race?
No one expects Armstrong to get
anvwhere near the curbs or “mu-
settes” in these final six stages.
His lieutenants will ride his
flanks, for as long as they can,
and ward off any danger.

The few lingering mysteries
mostly surround Basso. How
much legs does the new challeng-
er still have? What kind of time
trial rider is he? A year ago in the
rain on the road to Nantes, Stage
19, Basso finished more than two
minutes  (2:07) slower than

ce.

And if Basso can't challenge
him after Wednesday’s time trial
climb to L’Alpe d’Huez, the ques-
tion is, who can?

Armstrong gave a respectful
nod, mentioning Andreas Kloden
of Germany and Spain’s Fran-

Lance Armstrong looks at a map of France as he sits by a fountain near
his hotel in southern France on Monday, the second rest day of the
Tour de France. Armstrong is in second place in the overall standings.

cisco Mancebo. But talk about
speed bumps — until last week-
end, Kloden was minding the pelo-
ton, fetching food bags for Jan Ull-
rich’s T-Mobile Team.

On his team’s Web site, Ullrich
wrote Sunday: “Use ‘Klodi’ just
as a helper, when he’s in the form
of his life? No way!”

Once Armstrong’s biggest fear,
Ullrich  struggled through the
Pyrenees and now rides nearly
seven minutes behind Lance. Ull-
rich has admitted his teammate
Kloden was “the better man” in
the Pyrenees.

“So T've given him carte
blanche in the Alps,” Ullrich

wrote.

“If T think he has the stronger
legs, then he not only should, but
‘must go for it alone.”

Kloden crashed and had to
drop out of the 2003 Tour. In his
interviews with the German
media, he has been noticeably def-
erential to Ullrich, the 1997
champ and five-time runner-up.

But judging from the furrowed
brow on Ullrich last weekend and
the pool of sweat under his car-
cass, he seems in no position to
help anyone.

The French newspapers are
concentrating instead on the
homeboy, Voeckler, calling him

91st TOUR DE FRANCE

Racing in low gear
The Tour goes back into the
mountains again from Valréas to
Villard-de-Lans. Grades are up
to 7.4 percent.
Stage 15
Tuesday, July 20 0_100 mi
0 100 km

Villard-de-

Lans 3,286.8
Valréas
775.5 feet

Col des

o Cote 1191
d'Aleyrac Limouches  mies
1,617 3,547.5

Source: Tour de France AP

“La Saint-Thomas” and lauding
his “h’roique” ride Sunday to Pla-
teau de Beille.

Fine, but the yellow jersey is
going to be due back at Blockbust-
er’s, probably on Wednesday.
Armstrong has suggested that
Tuesday’s ride, Valreas to Vil-
lard-de-Lans, doesn’t present an
emphatically steep challenge,
and so the overall lead is likely to
change hands Wednesday at
L’Alpe d’'Huez.

Yes, anything can happen. Arm-
strong’s eventful 2003 victory
proved that.

But in that race, he always
seemed to be pedaling uphill,
with Ullrich’s shadow not far be-
hind.

This time, as of last weekend,
Lance Armstrong appears to
have everything already in hand,
his nightmare included.

Is there a challenger left in the
house?

il LeBreton writes or the Fort Worth
Star-Teleg

Earnhardt spends night in hosp1tal after flery crash

BY JOE STIGLICH

Contra Costa Times
(Walnut Creek, Calif.)

SONOMA, Calif. — NASCAR
superstar Dale Earnhardt Jr. was
hospitalized with second-degree
burns after he was involved in a
violent single-car crash during a
practice session Sunday morning
at Infineon Raceway.

Earnhardt was on his very first
lap in preparation for Sunday’s In-
fineon Grand Prix of Sonoma, an
American Le Mans Series event,
when he lost control of his Chevro-
let Corvette CS-R.

He spun out and crashed into a
concrete barrier in the Turn 8 sec-
tion of the 12-turn road course.
His car quickly was engulfed by
flames as high as 30 feet, a scary
scene that was visible from most
anywhere around the facility.

“I saw a fireball go up,” said In-
fineon Raceway President Steve
Page, who was in his office high

crews work to

ter before being airlifted by heli-
copter to the UC Davis Medical
Center in Sacramento.

He suffered second-degree
burns on the inner sides of both
legs and on his chin but was in
“good condition” Sunday night,
hospital spokesperson Carole
Gan said. Earnhardt was held
overnight for precautionary rea-
sons, and a representative for
Dale Earnhardt Inc., told the As-
sociated Press that Earnhardt
would race in next weekend’s
Nextel Cup race at New Hamp-
shire

INFINEON

Dale Jr.’s car after he

crashed into a barrier during practice for an American Le Mans Series
race in Sonoma, Calif. Earnhardt suffered minor burns in the crash.

above the track when the acci-
dent occurred at about 8 a.m. “I
could see through my binoculars.
I had a pretty good idea of what
car it was.”

Earnhardt, making a cameo in

the American Le Mans Series be-
cause there was no NASCAR Nex-
tel Cup race this weekend, was
able to climb out of the car on his
own. He was treated for about 10
minutes at Infineon’s medical cen-

“I'm bummed out and disap-
pointed I couldn’t run the race,”
Earnhardt said through a Cor-
vette team spokesman.

The accident put a damper on
what was a much-anticipated
event thanks to Earnhardt’s pres-
ence.

“Junior” has emerged as the
largest figure in American auto
racing, and he was set to become

the first full-time Nextel Cup driv-
er to compete in the ALMS, a
sports car series patterned after
the famous 24 Hours of Le Mans
in France.

Considering Earnhardt’s fa-
ther, Dale Sr., was killed in a 2001
crash at the Daytona 500, Sun-
day’s incident was all the more
eerie.

Video footage captured just
how lucky he was to walk away
on his own. A camera installed in
the car showed that Earnhardt’s
entire helmet was engulfed by
flames.

Corvette program _manager
Doug Fehan said the fire broke
out when the filler neck connect-
ed to the car’s fuel cell was
snapped by the impact of the
crash, spreading fuel every-
where.

“Had this occurred on the sec-
ond lap, there would have been
no fire,” Fehan said. “The car had
a full load of fuel.”

Fehan said the car “did just get
away from him.”
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Atlanta catches up to
first-place Philadelphia
in NL East, Page 32

A world traveler punches his ticket

British Open winner Hamilton never stopped believing

TROON, Scotland

f they thought Todd Hamilton was

going to cave in to the pressure Sun-

day, if they thought he was going to

collapse right there in the gorse at the

age of 38, after 12 years of playing in

Japan, after five years of playing on the

Asian tour, after practicing in the ice and

snow of western Illinois in the offseason,
they didn’t know him.

Of course they didn’t know him. The
fans at Royal Troon might know figure skat-
er Scott Hamilton and might possibly re-
member Alexander Hamilton, but they
couldn’t have picked out Todd Hamilton in
a pub full of pro golfers. Then again, nei-
ther could most anybody outside of the ex-
tended Todd Hamilton family.

Hamilton, impassive and imperturbable
to the very end, won a heart-stopping play-

off duel with Ernie Els
in the British Open on
Sunday.  Impossible?
No. He might not have
been Els, out of South
Africa, but he certainly
wasn’t Ben Curtis, out
of nowhere.

Hamilton had won on
the PGA Tour this year.

Improbable? Sure, in
the way that some
dreams are improbable.

That could be why
Hamilton was holding the winner’s trophy
Sunday as if it were a pillow.

“He’s talked about the Claret Jug ever
since he was a little kid,” said his mother,
Jane, who helped raise him in Oquawka,
111, a town of 1,500 people on the banks of
the Mississippi River.

Rick Morrissey

Yes, Hamilton is a small-town guy, but
he’s a small-town guy who has seen pover-
ty in New Delhi and traffic jams in
Bangkok. He’s a small-town guy who once
witnessed a golfer cheat during a tourna-
ment in Seoul by kicking a ball.

Even when you don’t want to, sometimes
you see a lot.

‘When Hamilton arrived at the 72nd hole
Sunday evening, with the gallery roaring
for Els, his playing partner, a victory
seemed a lot to ask of a guy who needed
eight attempts to get his PGA touring card.
‘And when he knocked his ball all over that
hole on his way to a bogey and a four-hole
playoff, it almost seemed too much to ex-
pect he could hold off Els, who already had
won two majors by playoffs.

Curtis won the British Open as a rookie
last year, and it was the kind of squeezably

Todd Hamilton toiled in obscurity on the

Asian tour before claiming the Claret Jug,
awarded to the winner of the British Open.
soft story people like to embrace. But two
straight years of this sort of thing? Against

Els? Couldn’t happen.
But they didn’t know Todd Hamilton.

SEE HAMILTON ON PAGE 33

Terrence Trammell, left, leads the pack in a semifinal heat in the 110-meter hurdles on Sunday, the final day of the U.S. Olympic track and
heat and went on to win the finals and qualify for a spot on the U.S. team. Also among Sun-
day's qualifiers were two-time Olympic gold medalist Gail Devers and emerging 18-year-old sprint star Allyson Felix. See story on Page 29.

field trials in Sacramento, Calif. Trammell won

ne last hurdle on the way to Athens

Stellar pitching
keeps A’s tied
with Red Sox

for wild-card lead
Page 30

Earnhardt Jr.
will race Sunday
despite fiery crash
Page 34
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